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BY SHELLEY METCALF
CATHOLIC SPIRIT STAFF

Bishop Joe Vásquez un-
veiled the diocesan Pastoral 
Plan: Encounter that Leads to 
Transformation Oct. 12 at St. 
Mary Cathedral in Austin. 

The Pastoral Plan be-
longs to the entire church of 
the Diocese of Austin, said 
Bishop Vásquez, and he asked 
for all Catholics to read it and 
understand it. 

“I ask you to join me in 
studying the goals, initiatives 
and objectives and become 

Pastoral Plan is ready for implementation 
involved in the implementa-
tion of the plan. In doing so, 
we can help others encounter 
the Living Christ who desires 
to live in our hearts and who 
is very much concerned with 
our sufferings, hopes and 
joys. Christ wants to embrace 
all people, and we have a 
great opportunity through this 
plan to make that a reality,” 
the bishop said. 

The Pastoral Plan is 
similar to a strategic plan for 
a business. It was developed 
with a committee of 30 vol-
unteers and staff and will be 
used as an operational guide 

over the next three to fi ve 
years. Catholics and non-prac-
ticing Catholics were surveyed 
and a number of listening 
sessions were held around the 
diocese in English, Spanish 
and Vietnamese. The data 
collected from these meet-
ings and surveys was used by 
the committee to develop the 
plan’s objectives. 

“We fi rst began by asking 
ourselves a few questions: 
Where are we now and what 
are the needs of the dio-
cese? What we discovered is 
that the diocese is extremely 
blessed,” the bishop said. 
“But, we also knew, that there 
is always more that can and 
should be done to serve the 
needs of the people.” 

Bishop Vásquez expressed 
his thanks for the priests of 
the diocese, who are crucial 
to the implementation of the 
Pastoral Plan. 

“One of the greatest bless-
ings we have in the Diocese 
of Austin is our priests. They 
are hard-working, faithful and 
committed to serving Christ 
and his people,” he said. “It 
is only with (their) help that 
the Pastoral Plan can be suc-
cessful. I depend on (them) 
to communicate this plan to 
our people and to encourage 
them to live out their faith 
through an encounter with 

Jesus Christ.”
The plan has three major 

goals: to provide spiritual 
formation that leads to en-
counter, to create a culture 
of ministry for individuals 
and communities, and to 
strengthen Catholic witness 
and outreach. 

“This plan calls us to have 
continual opportunities for 
people to encounter Christ 
in our formation programs, 
retreats, and, especially, in 
the celebration of the Mass,” 
Bishop Vásquez said.

The plan also calls for 

strengthening families, pro-
viding leadership formation 
for clergy and religious and 
reaching out to those on the 
peripheries to help those in 
need.

“Christ and the church 
have a universal mission 
that embraces all. We must 
respond to everyone’s needs 
and this Pastoral Plan will 
help us accomplish this mis-
sion entrusted to us by Jesus 
Christ,” the bishop con-
cluded.

To read the Pastoral Plan, 
visit www.austindiocese.org. 

BISHOP JOE VÁSQUEZ gave examples of some of his 
recent encounters with Christ during his remarks about 
the Pastoral Plan on Oct. 12 at St. Mary Cathedral in 
Austin. (Photo by Shelley Metcalf)

BISHOP VÁSQUEZ presents a parishioner from Holy 
Cross Parish in Austin with the Pastoral Plan document. 
The recently completed plan was distributed to represen-
tatives from parishes on Oct. 12. The plan is available at 
www.austindiocese.org. (Photo by Shelley Metcalf)

http://www.austindiocese.org/
http://www.austindiocese.org/
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Msgr. Joseph J. Schmitt died Oct. 7 in Austin. He was 88 and had been a 
priest for 60 years.

He was born on Jan. 6, 1927, in Okawville, Ill. Msgr. Schmitt earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business from St. Edward’s University in Austin in 1950 
and a master’s degree in education from the University of Texas in 1960. He 
attended St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston, and was ordained to the priesthood 
on May 28, 1955, by Bishop Louis J. Reicher. 

Msgr. Schmitt served as associate pastor at St. Louis Parish in Austin for 
15 years and pastor at St. Mary, Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Lago Vista for 
40 years since its foundation in 1970. He also served for 15 years as superin-
tendent of schools for the Diocese of Austin and for 18 years as a chaplain at 
Seton Medical Center in Austin. Msgr. Schmitt retired in July 2011 but continued to serve as pastor 
emeritus of St. Mary Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Lago Vista. 

Bishop Joe Vásquez celebrated the Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 12 and burial followed at As-
sumption Cemetery in Austin.

SHELLEY METCALF and her 
family are parishioners of 
St. Margaret Mary Parish 
in Cedar Park. She has 
been editor of the Catholic 
Spirit since 2007.

Msgr. Schmitt died on Oct. 7

BY SHELLEY METCALF
CATHOLIC SPIRIT STAFF

Since I became a mom more than 11 years 
ago, Sunday Masses have had their highs and 
lows. Some Sundays, I walk out of Mass high-fi v-
ing God and patting my children on the shoulder 
for their good behavior. Some days I slink out 
the side door a few steps behind my kids with my 
head hung low in total embarrassment. 

This past Sunday I realized I didn’t have any 
recent Mass horror stories (everyone knows the 
ones I am talking about –– the child screams the 
whole time or crawls under the pews and ends 
up in the front row without the parent noticing 
or draws all over the seat cushion with a marker). 
Maybe my kids (who are now 11 and 8) have 
fi nally realized that Mass is a good thing. Maybe 
I have fi nally realized that it’s normal for them to 
be a little fi dgety and not pay attention to every 
single detail. And quite possibly it’s a combina-
tion of the two, and God’s way of proving to me 
that family Mass time is important. 

First of all, let me say that our parish recently 
started a 5 p.m. Mass on Sundays that really 
works well with my family’s schedule. It is the 
perfect ending to one week and the perfect be-
ginning of a new week, for us. Plus the music is 
great! We used to jump around between the Sat-
urday Vigil and the early Sunday Mass depending 
on what was going on, but the beauty of the 5 
p.m. Mass on Sunday is that nearly everything is 
wrapped up for the weekend and we can really 
focus on Mass, rather than fi tting Mass into our 
schedule.

Secondly, my kids are at really good ages 
right now. I say this a little hesitantly because 
I know the teenage years are fast approaching 
and I don’t want to jinx anything. However, at 
11 and 8, they old are old enough to whisper, 
to take themselves to the restroom and to fol-
low along with the Mass. Granted I still have 
to sit between them because they cannot keep 
their hands off one another, but a mom has to 
do what a mom has to do.

Thirdly, I am older and perhaps a little wis-
er. I try really hard not to sweat the small stuff. 
I have established that in our house we go to 
Mass every Sunday. We don’t fi ght about it be-
cause we are going and that is that (I know this 
could change in the teenage years). I have also 
realized that my kids are actually paying atten-
tion (mostly). For instance, my son recognized 
recently that the same Psalm was sung two 
weekends in a row. He leaned over and whis-
pered, “Hey, that’s a repeat from last week.” 
And you can bet there were lots of questions 
when a Eucharistic minister had to chase down 
a man who did not consume the Eucharist im-
mediately. All the way home that day, we talked 
about consuming the Body of Christ at the altar 
and not taking it back to the pew. 

Finally, God is very, very good. He was 
good back in the days when taking my children 
to Mass was hard in that somehow he kept 
pulling me back to that sacred space. There 
were many Sundays when I would lie in bed 
fi ghting that “I really don’t want to go” battle 
in my head. However, God always brought us 
back, Sunday after Sunday. And God is good 
right now when Mass is truly a sacred experi-
ence once again. Those really hard days make 
me appreciate these days even more.

I want parents/grandparents/guardians of 
young children to know that you are not alone 
in your struggles. Parenting and raising children 
in the faith is not easy, but it is worth it –– in 
particular every single minute that we spend 
in church with our kids is worth it, even if the 
kids are not on their best behavior and the 
parents are frazzled. 

I pray regularly for parents of “littles” at 
Mass. If there is one piece of advice that I would 
give them, it is “Don’t stop.” They won’t be little 
long so just keep bringing them back every Sun-
day. One day, you will look back on those hard 
days and smile, I can almost guarantee it.

I give thanks to our good and gracious God 
for two great (albeit fi dgety) kids, a wonderful 
parish and Sunday Masses with my little family. 
Good and bad, high and low, I intend to relish 
every single one of them!Offi cial appointments

Bishop Joe Vásquez has issued the following 
appointments: 

• Father Le-Minh Pham as pastor of Holy 
Vietnamese Martyrs Parish in Austin, effective 
Oct. 26.

• Missionary of St. Paul Father Jude Uche as 
pastor of St. Stephen Parish in Salado, effective 
Oct. 30. 

The highs, lows of Sunday Mass (with children)

mailto:catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org
mailto:catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org
mailto:catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org
mailto:catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org
mailto:shelley-metcalf@austindiocese.org
mailto:christian-gonzalez@austindiocese.org
mailto:shelley-metcalf@austindiocese.org
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BY PEGGY MORACZEWSKI
CORRESPONDENT

“Society grows strong, 
grows in goodness, grows in 
beauty and truly grows if it 
is built on the foundation of 
the family,” Pope Francis said 
at the Festival of Families on 
Sept. 27.

As Phi Le said, “The 
Catholic Church is like a big 
family!” He described the joy 
he felt in meeting people from 
across the globe at the eighth 
World Meeting of Families 
(WMOF). “(It) was really like 
a sign of heaven, where people 
from all over the world came 
together, especially for the 
liturgies ... everybody was so 
joy-fi lled!” he said.

Joyful, energizing, beau-
tiful, spiritual and genuine 
– these were the vibrant 
threads that bound together 
the refl ections of diocesan 
representatives who attended 
the WMOF and papal visit 
in Philadelphia. Appointed 
by Bishop Joe Vásquez, Phi 
Le and Gustavo Rodriguez 
from the diocesan Offi ce of 
Evangelization, Catechesis 
and Family Life, were accom-
panied by a young married 
couple, Oscar and Rosalba 
Aldama. Together, they came 
home prepared to share their 
personal experiences with 
Central Texas families at the 
Celebration of Families Fully 
Alive on Nov. 14 in Buda. 

Their stories contain im-
ages of pilgrims who trav-
eled from places as distant as 
Vietnam, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Colombia, Puerto 
Rico, Mexico, and even a 
family who drove from Ar-
gentina. Captivating keynote 
speaker, Cardinal Luis Anto-
nio Tagle, opened his address 
by introducing his parents 
and siblings who traveled with 
him from the Philippines, 
and closed with a song about 
how beautiful it is to be in a 
family. 

“He (Cardinal Tagle) was 
like a pop star!” Rodriguez 
said.

While entertaining with 
great stories, music and hu-
mor, Cardinal Tagle conveyed 
a clear message using the sto-
ries of the Prodigal Son and 
the Good Shepherd searching 
for the lost sheep. Emphasiz-
ing the value of every family 
member, from grandparents 
to newborn babies, he com-
pared the church to a family. 
It is all of us combined that 
make a family. The family is 
the cornerstone of society. 

“This image of the church 
as a ‘family of families’ perme-
ated the entire week in Phila-
delphia,” said Paulist Father 
Bruce Nieli, who represented 
Catholic Charities of Central 
Texas and joined hundreds 
of priests and seminarians in 
the opening procession of the 
WMOF. He also concelebrated 
at the Mass for the disabled 

held at the National Shrine of 
St. John Neumann; a Mass that 
was so moving the Aldamas 
said it will change their lives 
forever.

Among the Texas pilgrims 
were a Schoenstatt youth 
group, led by Schoenstatt 
Father Jesús Ferras, director 
of the Schoenstatt Shrine in 
Austin and Schoenstatt Move-
ment Director for Texas. A 
trip highlight for this group 
occurred on their fi nal evening 
in Philadelphia, when they en-

countered the daughter of St. 
Gianna (Dr. Gianna Emanuela 
Molla). 

“She wanted a picture with 
us and it was such a special 
moment for the youth. (She 
was) so genuine, so beautiful 
and so nice,” said Rodriguez, 
who had joined the youth 
group for dinner. St. Gianna 
is the patron saint for moth-
ers, physicians and unborn 
children.

Memorable moments forti-
fi ed the WMOF, including rich 

homilies and dy-
namic keynote 
speakers, such 
as Bishop Rob-
ert Barron from 
Los Angeles. 
Enhanced by 
solemn liturgies, 
activities, exhib-
its, artwork and 
a grotto to Our 
Lady Undoer of 
Knots, oppor-
tunities to share 
with each other, 
learn from one 
another and 
pray for each 
other were 
abundant.  

This en-
counter with 
thousands of 
families and 
Pope Francis 
touched hearts 
even beyond the 

Catholic family. 
Rodriguez said 
they visited with 
a gentleman who 
was not Catholic, 
but was in awe 

of what he was observing. The 
man said, “What this pope 
is doing is pretty impressive. 
I just might propose to my 
girlfriend. It just feels good 
around here.” 

The friendliness and 
openness of everyone they 
encountered really impressed 
the Austin delegation. Homes 
were decorated with the papal 
fl ag, people were waving, 
smiling and happy. Le even 
found himself singing and 
dancing on the street with a 
group of religious sisters from 
Miami.

The pinnacle of the 
WMOF was Pope Francis and 
his genuine love for the people. 

“I think he had more 
energy when he was person-
ally interacting with people 
on the street ... that’s when he 
glowed. He laughed, he greeted 
people,” Le said. And everyone 
witnessed how the crowds 
were exhilarated by the pope’s 
presence. 

Observing families, such as 
the Aldamas, Rodriguez said, 
“For me, I was just blessed to 
witness the emotion in their 
faces, when they got so excited 
that the pope was actually 
coming and (they) would get to 
see him.” 

The Aldamas are anxious 
to share their experiences with 
the Christian Family Move-
ment and at the upcoming 
Celebration of Families Fully 
Alive.

The WMOF was started 
in 1994 by St. John Paul II. 
Scheduled every three years, 
the 2018 WMOF will be in 
Dublin, Ireland.

PHI LE (from left), Oscar and Rosalba Aldama, Paulist Father Bruce Nieli and Gustavo 
Rodriguez attended the World Meeting of Families in September. They will share some 
of their experiences at the Celebration of Families Fully Alive on Nov. 14 in Buda. (Photo 
courtesy Gustavo Rodriguez)

ALL FAMILIES are invited to the Celebration of Families Fully Alive on Nov. 14 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Santa Cruz Parish in Buda. The keynote speaker is Schoenstatt Father Jesús Ferras. Father Juan Carlos 
Lopez, the diocesan Vicar for Priests, will celebrate a bilingual Mass. A panel will share their experiences 
from the WMOF. English and Spanish sessions will be offered and resources on marriage and family will 
be available. There will be music, activities for the children and food for the entire family. Registration is 
available online at www.austindiocese.org (before Nov. 9). For more information, contact Fernanda Jaimes 
at (512) 949-2492 or fernanda-jaimes@austindiocese.org.

WMOF pilgrims share their experiences

http://www.austindiocese.org/
mailto:fernanda-jaimes@austindiocese.org
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BY KIRA CIUPEK
CORRESPONDENT

The Dedication Mass of St. 
Stephen Parish in Salado began 
on the sunny autumn morning 
of Sept. 26, with a gathering 
of several hundred people in 
front of the original sanctu-
ary, which is a single-story, 
limestone building that has 
served the parish for almost 26 
years. The celebration was the 
result of a two year fundraising 
project, the “Building for our 
Lord Campaign,” during which 
parishioners pledged their 
support for construction of a 
new sanctuary on the empty 
six acre lot next to the original 
buildings. 

Families and other sup-
porters gathered on the grassy 
lawn beneath a circle of 
trees as Bishop Joe Vásquez 
greeted them, “Brothers and 
sisters in Christ, this is a day 
of rejoicing; we have come to-
gether to dedicate this church 
by offering within it the sacri-
fi ce of Christ.” 

The Knights of Columbus 
led the procession, which 
included Bishop Vásquez, 
Auxiliary Bishop Daniel Gar-
cia, Father Aloysius Nzekwe, 
pastor of St. Stephen, Mis-
sionary of the Sacred Heart 
Father Richard O’Rouke, 
and other diocesan priests. 
The St. Stephen’s Choir sang, 

“Let us go rejoicing into the 
house of the Lord.” The 
group stopped in front of the 
newly constructed 50-foot 
tall limestone sanctuary with 
its simple white cross rising 
from the apex and listened as 
the architect and the builder 
presented the keys and plans 
for the church to the bishop.

As participants passed 
through the foyer they were 
greeted by a wall-mounted 
television screen featuring a 
slide show of the construc-
tion process. Prior to the 
Mass, Graciela Gonzalez, a 
visitor from St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parish  in West, 
reminisced about the building 
process.

“I’ve seen this church 
rise from the ground. At one 
point there was no fl oor; just 
two painters on scaffolds 
painting the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus above the altar. There 
was a beautiful feeling of his 
holy presence there,” she said.

St. Stephen’s new sanctuary 
contains architectural ele-
ments modeled after at least 
fi ve Texas Catholic churches, 
including St. William in Round 
Rock and St. Louis in Austin, 
according to Glenn Pritchett, 
project Manager for the St. Ste-
phen building campaign.

“It was a unique situation 
with unanimous votes among 
the 10 member committee for 
everything about the building,” 

he said. “The altar 
and everything 
unique to the 
church were inspi-
rations of Father 
Aloy (Nzekwe). If 
not for his perse-
verance, insight 
and attention to 
detail, we would 
simply have a nice 
church — but this 
sanctuary is stun-
ning!”

During the 
Dedication Mass, 
the altar and walls 
of the church were 
anointed with 
holy oil. Father 
Nzekwe, who has 
served St. Stephen 
Parish for two 
years, stated in an 
earlier interview that 
this is one of the most impor-
tant moments in the service. 

“There are 12 columns 
to be anointed, which sym-
bolizes the 12 apostles upon 
which Christ built his church,” 
Father Nzekwe said. “The 12 
columns also represent the 12 
tribes of Israel, which makes 
it a complete representation, 
showing that God doesn’t 
exclude anyone! He still builds 
his church today, upon us. It is 
almost like we’re consecrating 
ourselves when we consecrate 
the new sanctuary.”

In the homily, Bishop 

Vásquez reminded the congre-
gation of their responsibility to 
“build up the body of Christ,” 
as each member seeks en-
counter with Jesus through the 
sacraments.

“The Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, has declared this the 
Jubilee year of Mercy, telling us 
to seek God’s mercy and be-
come the face of mercy. This 
church will, hopefully, be a 
place where people experience 
God’s mercy,” the bishop said.

The Dedication Mass, 
which drew an estimated 500 
people, was celebrated in both 
English and Spanish, refl ecting 
the composition of St. Stephen 
Parish. 

“Father Aloy has united 
this congregation of both 
English and Spanish speak-
ing parishioners. This church 
has grown from a handful of 
people to a packed house,” 
Pritchett said.

Father Nzekwe emphasized 
that it is important for grow-
ing congregations to consider 
constructing new sanctuaries.

“Any local parish is like a 
family,” he said. “The house is 
the center of the family. The 
church is the gathering point 
for the family of God, which is 

the house of God, who is the 
head of his family. Here, we 
encounter God, and God es-
tablishes a bond of union with 
his family. If we are to prosper, 
we need the center of nourish-
ment where can encounter 
God.

More than 160 families and 
individuals have made pledges 
to the St. Stephen “Building 
for our Lord Campaign.” The 
parish has exceeded the origi-
nal goal of raising $1 million, 
with $1.4 million in pledges 
raised so far. 

“People were very excited 
because it was something 
everyone longed for,” Father 
Nzekwe said. “The only con-
cern was how to pay for it with 
a small number of families. It 
was a journey of faith, and it 
turned out to be a miracle for 
everybody.” 

Don Roberts, president of 
the St. Stephen Pastoral Coun-
cil, concurred with his pastor.

“We have dreamed about 
this. Finally, through the 
efforts of the parish family, 
we’ve come to the completion 
of this project,” he said.

For more information on 
St. Stephen Parish, visit www.
saintstephenchurch.org.

New church blessed at St. Stephen, Salado

FATHER ALOYSIUS NZEKWE, pastor of St. Stephen Parish in 
Salado, anoints the walls and columns of the new church with holy 
oil during the Mass of Dedication on Sept. 26. (Photo courtesy St. 
Stephen, Salado)

PHOTO ABOVE: Bishop Joe Vásquez blessed the new church for 
St. Stephen Parish in Salado on Sept. 26. The new church seats 400 
people, which more than doubles the seating capacity of the old church. 
(Photo courtesy St. Stephen, Salado)

PHOTO AT RIGHT: Several priests, including Auxiliary Bishop Daniel 
Garcia, joined Bishop Vásquez for the Mass of Dedication of the new 
church. (Photo courtesy St. Stephen, Salado)

http://saintstephenchurch.org/
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BY MICHELE CHAN SANTOS
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Fredron DeKarlos Black-
mon — he goes by DeKarlos 
— has a warm smile, a kind 
heart and a passion for social 
justice, all of which suit him 
well for his new position as 
the director of Life, Charity 
and Justice for the Diocese of 
Austin.

Blackmon began his new 
job in August 2015, replacing 
Barbara Budde, who retired 
after nearly 15 years of service 
to the Austin Diocese.

In addition to his new po-
sition, Blackmon is complet-
ing his tenure as the Supreme 
Knight of the Knights of 
Peter Claver, which is the 
largest and oldest, predomi-
nantly black Catholic fraternal 
organization in the U.S. It was 
founded more than 100 years 
ago. 

Blackmon has been the 
16th Supreme Knight, CEO 
and Chairman of the Board of 
the Knights of Peter Claver 
since 2010. In this role, he has 
promoted pro-life initiatives, 
including health care, quality 
of life, educational initiatives 
and community involvement 
throughout the country.

Blackmon moved to 
Austin from Huntsville, Ala., 

where he chaired the school 
board of the Diocese of Bir-
mingham, and was a pastoral 
associate at St. Joseph Parish 
in Huntsville. His wife, Gra-
cious Lady Kanobia Russell-
Blackmon, is an executive 
producer at the NBC affi liate 
station in Huntsville. 

In his role as Supreme 
Knight, Blackmon has been 
invited to the White House 
by President Barack Obama 
twice. He recounted a humor-
ous story about the 2011 visit 
to the Easter Prayer Breakfast 
where he and Kanobia met 
President Obama:

“So I was walking into the 
White House with Cardinal 
Theodore McCarrick, the 
Archbishop Emeritus of 
Washington. As we rather 
easily proceeded through 
the layers of security by the 
Secret Service, I remarked to 
the cardinal, ‘Your Eminence, 
that was quicker than going 
through TSA at the airport.’ 
And the cardinal simply re-
minded me, ‘Supreme Knight. 
They already know who we 
are!’”

Who knew cardinals made 
jokes about the Secret Service 
and background checks?

Jokes aside, the Easter 
Prayer Breakfast brought 
together people from many 
different Christian faith tradi-

tions, to talk about “how reli-
gious organizations can work 
with government to bring 
about change,” Blackmon 
said. “We have to bring our 
faith to the public square.”

Blackmon and his wife 
were in the audience a few 
weeks ago when Pope Francis 
visited the White House.

“There were thousands 
of people there,” he said. He 
met both devout Catholics 
and people who were not 
Catholic, but who were drawn 
by the presence of Pope Fran-
cis. 

“It was beautiful to 
listen to the Holy Father,” 
Blackmon said. “No matter 
what station in life we may 
fi nd ourselves, Pope Francis 
invites us to be transformed 
by God’s mercy. Having at-
tended the arrival ceremony 
at the White House and the 
Mass of Canonization of St. 
Junipero Serra at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine, my 
life will be forever changed as 
the Holy Father gave a charge 
for me to keep: Go out to 
tell the Good News of Christ 
fearlessly, without prejudice, 
without superiority, and with-
out condescension.”

Blackmon initially planned 
to become a priest, and 
studied at St. Joseph Semi-
nary College in St. Benedict, 

La. He holds 
master’s de-
grees in public 
management 
and in pastoral 
ministry. He 
has served in 
the U.S. Army 
Chaplains’ 
Corps, and is 
a Benedictine 
Oblate — a 
lay person 
formally as-
sociated with 
a Benedictine 
monastery.

After many 
years of living 
in Alabama, 
moving to 
Texas has 
been a signifi -

cant change, but Blackmon 
welcomes the opportunity to 
serve in the Offi ce of Life, 
Charity and Justice.

“Over the past fi ve years, 
it seems that my life has been 
driven by the desire to bring 
glad tidings to the poor, to 
proclaim spiritual liberty to 
prisoners and the oppressed. 
For the past couple of years, I 
have been discerning a change 
in my ministry focus from 
education, liturgy and pastoral 
music,” he said.

“Through my responsi-
bilities as a national Catholic 
leader, I have consistently 
taken on the mantle of pro-
moting peace, protecting life 
and ensuring justice. This is 
integral to our faith. For this 
reason, leading the Offi ce 
of Life, Charity and Justice 
on behalf of the bishop of 
Austin perfectly allows me to 
serve the people of God with 
the heart and mind of the 
church.”

The biggest appeal of this 
new position, Blackmon said, 
is being able to “support and 
cultivate social ministry, social 
justice and societal develop-
ment activities, together with 
parochial communities and 

public and private community 
organizations.”

He credits Budde for 
making the transition into 
her former job an easy one. 
“Barbara has been an amazing 
leader of social justice min-
istries. Gratefully, with her 
support and advice, I am able 
to capitalize on the great work 
she has done.”

Music is also a passion of 
his. For many years, he has 
served as director of liturgy 
and music in parishes, Prot-
estant and Catholic. For now, 
he’s relishing the unfamiliar 
feeling of not having a musi-
cal commitment on Sunday 
mornings, simply attending 
Mass as an active participant 
and visiting different par-
ishes. He regularly attends St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 
in Pfl ugerville.

“Eventually, that may 
change,” he laughed, about 
singing from the pew instead 
of the lectern. “But not for a 
while.”

For more information on 
the Offi ce of Life, Charity and 
Justice, call (512) 949- 2471 or 
e-mail dekarlos-blackmon@
austindiocese.org.

Order your copy today! Mail the following information as well as 
a check for $10 (made payable to Diocese of Austin) to Com-
munications Offi ce, 6225 Hwy. 290 East, Austin, TX 78723. 
Please allow 6 weeks for delivery.
Name (fi rst and last):___________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

City: ____________________________State_______ ZIP_____________

BY MSGR. VICTOR GOERTZ
“Meandering Through the Mys-
tery” is a book of spiritual re-
fl ection by one of the Austin 
Diocese’s most beloved priests, 
Msgr. Victor Goertz. 

Testimonials
“Msgr. Goertz opens the ordinary mo-
ment to the deep underlying mystery of 
God’s presence in all space and time. 
With great wisdom and depth, he reveals 
God’s loving mercy.”

–– Sarah Ramos, spiritual director

“Father Victor writes with an acute 
awareness of the beauty of all God’s 
creation which defi es human under-
standing. It is truly a mystery which he 
embraces and celebrates with great joy.”
–– Manuel Cortez, Secular Franciscan 

and Spiritual Director

Blackmon cultivates social ministry in the diocese 

11 Days Greece: In the Footsteps of Paul the Apostle 
Featuring a 3 night Greek Islands & Turkey Cruise 

Highlights:  Athens  Greek Taverna Dinner Show  3 Night Cruise  Mykonos 
 Ephesus  Patmos  Santorini  Thessaloniki  Kavala  Philippi  Meteora  

Delphi  Corinth  Acropolis 
Oct. 12-22, 2016   $4,539 per person  

Included in the Price:  Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $350 per 
person, Outside Cruise Cabin, Cruise taxes and Fees, Port Charges, Round 

Trip air from Dallas Ft. Worth, Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges, Hotel 
Transfers. (Air is available from other departure cities) 

 
For more information, contact Glenda Ruiz, GTR Vacations at 

(254)732-2404. 

DEKARLOS 
BLACKMON 
is the director 
of Life, Charity 
and Justice for 
the Diocese of 
Austin. (Photo 
courtesy DeK-
arlos Black-
mon)

http://austindiocese.org/
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BY ENEDELIA J. OBREGÓN
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

First, I “borrowed” some 
toilet paper from my work place. 
Then I “borrowed” a bar of 
soap. I really needed them but 
couldn’t fi gure out how to buy 
them after trying to pay $3,317 
worth of bills with a monthly 
income of $1,307.

No matter how I shuffl ed 
around the play money in this 
exercise on poverty, I came up 
extremely short. My imaginary 
small children required diapers 
and day care so I could continue 
working at the imaginary small 
company, which offered health 
insurance that I could not af-
ford. I kept money for gasoline 
but let the car insurance lapse. I 
was about to have my electricity 
and water shut off. I paid part 
of the water bill. Since I had no 
money for food, I needed to 
fi nd time to get to a food pantry.

The exercise, which left 
me exhausted and extremely 
stressed, was to remind those 
in attendance of the struggles 
faced daily by the 46.7 million 
people who live in the war zone 
of poverty.

“War zone” is what Donna 
M. Beegle calls poverty. “Bul-

lets” is what she calls the 
daily events that make it hard to 
survive. To give people who are 
not poor a tiny taste of poverty, 
she designed the Poverty Insti-
tute, which she presented to the 
regional Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul (SVdP).

The presentation was an eye-
opener for four members of the 
SVdP conference from Santa 
Rosa de Lima Parish in Andice. 
Rita Molina-Rymer and her 
husband, George, attended with 
Steve Schlobohm and Mary 
Cardinal.

“She’s hitting on what a 
lot of people grow up with,” 
Molina-Rymer said.

“We need to recognize the 
perceptions of people we work 
with,” Schlobohm said. “We 
need to understand that.”

Cardinal said we keep trying 
to fi nd a simple solution to a 
complex problem.

“There is no simple solu-
tion,” she said. “If we try that 
then we just create more prob-
lems.”

Cardinal recognized that in 
order to help people in need, we 
need to become avid listeners.

“You can’t understand 
something you haven’t experi-
enced,” she said. “To be avid 
listeners is time consuming. We 

have limited time and we often 
don’t have time to build real 
relationships.”

Yet that’s what’s needed. 
In her presentation, Beegle 
shared her intimate knowledge 
of poverty. She comes from 
generations of poverty. She 
dropped out of school at 15 and 
got married. She divorced at 25. 
She gave birth to six children; 
two survived into adulthood. As 
a child, her life was fi lled with 
eviction notices, hunger pangs 
and living in cars. She has no 
baby pictures of herself. 

“I thought that was normal, 
that everybody lived that way,” 
said Beegle, who is now married 
and has a doctorate in educational 
leadership. She travels the world 
speaking about poverty. She also 
has written several books on the 
issue, including “See Poverty ... 
Be the Difference.”

How did she manage to 
break the cycle of poverty? 
With a lot of help –– including 
St. Vincent de Paul –– and her 
recognition that those who are 
poor and middle class people 
speak different languages. She 
began learning how to decipher 
that language at 26 in a pilot 
program in her home state of 
Oregon that offered a holistic 
approach to helping people get 

out of pov-
erty. At 28, she 
enrolled at the 
University of 
Portland.

Beegle uses 
her expertise 
in communi-
cations to get 
middle-class 
people to 
understand the 
language of 
those who are 
poor. 

Even 
those trying 
to help people 
in poverty get 
frustrated at 
the people 
they are trying 
to help. They 
wonder why 
“they just don’t 
listen” to advice 
from middle-
class, educated 
people who 
“know better.”

“What you 
say doesn’t 
make sense to 
them,” she said. 
“And what 
people who are 
in poverty do 
does not make 
sense to us.” 
Yet we do not 

give people in poverty enough 
credit for surviving day to day. 
Middle class people also assume 
that people who are poor share 
the same knowledge and life 
experiences.

Examples: Just go to this 
website and fi ll out the electron-
ic form, but there’s no computer 
at home and maybe not even 
electricity. Why buy beer? It’s 
often a substitute for mental 
health care. Why are so many 
kids in poverty overweight? It’s 
cheaper to buy a large bag of 
potatoes or pasta than green 
vegetables.

When Beegle dropped out 
of school, her teacher told her 
she needed to graduate so she 
could get a good job.

“But I’d been working all 
my life,” Beegle said. “It didn’t 
make sense to me. I didn’t know 
that you could get a job that 
didn’t require working with your 
hands.” 

“Bullets” of poverty can 
also kill. The high stress, lack of 
medical care and mental care 
means they die at younger ages 
and from treatable illnesses 
and end up in jail more often be-
cause they can’t afford bail.

While the U.S. does not 
have a traditional class system, 
we are segregated by social class, 
she noted. 

Beegle said that programs 
designed to help struggling 
families have also become puni-
tive and strayed far from their 
original focus.

“Did you know that welfare 
was designed to keep a parent 
at home so we wouldn’t have 
latchkey kids?” she said. Today, 
parents are both forced to work. 
Too often, the cost of child care 
eats away at attempts to get out 
of poverty. 

The federal guidelines that 
determined who is in poverty 
haven’t changed since they were 
established in 1966. For a family 
of four, that’s $24,250.

“How many of you are still 
paying 1966 prices?” she asked. 

Beegle explained there are 
different types of poverty.

Generational poverty is the 
worst. The life outlook tends 
to be “life happens to me and I 
have no control over it.” They 
tend to rent, are basically illiterate 
and focus on surviving one day 
at a time. Society sees this type of 
poverty as a personal defi ciency.

Working class poverty 
includes people who have some 
control over their lives, but not 
much. People are squeaking by 
paycheck to paycheck.

Immigrant poverty has 
language and cultural barriers. 
They are better able to get out 
of poverty because they have 
hope they will make a better life. 
Beegle said children of immi-
grants who do not get out of 
poverty after a generation tend 
to stay in poverty.

Situational poverty is caused 
by a crisis that knocks people 
off their feet, but they have the 
resources or knowledge to get 
back up. These are often seen 
as the “worthy poor,” since 
their poverty was caused by an 
outside force.

Beegle speaks out about 
poverty because to help policy 
makers and those who serve 
people better understand it.

“Dr. Martin Luther King 
said that if we don’t talk about 
racism we won’t do anything 
about it,” she said. “It’s the same 
with poverty.”

For information on The 
Poverty Institute, go to www.
combarriers.com.

DONNA M. 
BEEGLE 
presented 
The Poverty 
Institute to 
the regional 
Society of St. 
Vincent de 
Paul. Beegle, 
who grew 
up living in 
poverty, has 
written several 
books about 
the subject. 
(Photo by 
Enedelia J. 
Obregón)

Institute helps participants understand poverty

http://combarriers.com/
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BY MARY P. WALKER
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

As you drive up the hill to 
the Pax Christi Retreat Cen-
ter in Brenham, the highway 
below slips from view. Visitors 
are greeted by rolling hills of 
natural beauty and the joyful, 
smiling faces of the Pax Christi 
Sisters.

Pax Christi is typically 
translated as “the peace of 
Christ,” and it is easy to see 
that this peace permeates the 
lives of the sisters. Living in a 
house on the property, Sisters 
Alicia Garcia, Maria Concep-
cion Lozano and Margarita 
Muñoz operate the retreat 
center, care for the grounds 
and animals, and volunteer at 

St. Mary Parish in Brenham.
Sister Alicia explained 

that their religious order 
was founded in the Diocese 
of Corpus Christi in 1969 
by Mother Teresa Santoyo. 
Today there are 35 sisters in 
Mexico, New York, Virginia, 
San Antonio, Corpus Christi 
and Brenham.

The Pax Christi spiritual-
ity is based on the “oneness” 
prayer by Jesus in John 17:21 , 
“As you Father are in me, 
and I in you; I pray that they 
may be one in us.” To foster 
this oneness and peace within 
themselves and to offer it to 
those they meet, each sister 
recites this prayer throughout 
the day: “Jesus lives in me. I 
live in Jesus. Jesus and I are 
one.”

Prayer, community life 
and apostolic work are the 
foundation of the order. The 
sisters begin their day by pray-
ing the divine offi ce together. 
They also attend Mass, and 
spend one hour in adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Their apostolic work includes 
leading others to a more pro-
found understanding of the 
Mass, evangelization, offer-
ing retreats, religious educa-
tion and parish work. In the 
evening, they again pray the 
divine offi ce, pray the rosary 
and meditate on Scripture.

Sister Alicia and Sister Ma-
ria are originally from Mexico, 
and felt called to join the 
order after attending a retreat. 
They came to the U.S. for 
formation, and Sister Alicia 

has ministered in 
this country for 
most of her 28 
years in religious 
life. Sister Maria 
has been in 
religious life for 
four years, and 
hopes to make 
her fi nal pro-
fession in two 
years.

The Pax 
Christi Sisters 
came to Bren-
ham in 2011, af-
ter their commu-
nity purchased 
the property 
from the Or-
der of St. Clare 
Sisters, typically 
known as the 

Poor Clares. One of the ways 
in which the Poor Clares 
supported themselves was by 
raising miniature horses, and 
their monastery became a 
tourist destination for people 
to see the horses and enjoy 
the rural beauty.

Although the Pax Christi 
Sisters are not commercially 
raising animals, they have 
miniature horses, donkeys, 
chickens, dogs and other 
creatures, who seem to share 
their joy. A group of devoted, 
playful and mischievous dogs 
follows them around as they 
tend to their chores. When 
the sisters scold the dogs, it is 
always with a smile. The don-
keys and miniature horses too 
seem to express excitement 
and joy in the presence of the 
consecrated women.

Shortly after the sisters 
arrived in Brenham, the pas-
tor of St. Mary Parish asked 
them to help minister to the 
growing immigrant Hispanic 
population of the area. Sister 
Alicia explained that although 
the immigrants are learning 
English to participate in life 
in the U.S., they can more 
easily understand and absorb 
the truths of the faith in their 
native language.

Father Ernesto Elizondo, 
pastor at St. Mary, expressed 
his appreciation for the work 
of the Pax Christi Sisters, who 
teach sacramental preparation 
classes, minister to the parish’s 
small communities and orga-
nize evangelical activities. 

“I have a heartfelt gratitude 

for the sisters. They work with 
joy and passion in the parish 
and are always smiling,” Father 
Elizondo said. 

The parishioners also ex-
pressed their appreciation for 
the good work of the sisters by 
giving Sister Alicia a surprise 
party honoring her 25th an-
niversary of religious life. Re-
calling the party, Sister Alicia’s 
smile grew even wider.

The retreat center, a gift 
shop, visitor fees and the 
revenue from ceramic paint-
ing sessions help to support 
the sisters. The mission of the 
retreat center is to provide a 
place of welcome and peace 
for people at all stages of 
their spiritual journey. It is 
available for parishes, minis-
tries, groups of different faith 
traditions, businesses and in-
dividuals. It can accommodate 
57 overnight guests, and has 
been used for retreats, parties, 
picnics, meetings and family 
reunions. 

The grounds are open 
Tuesday-Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to noon and 2 to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission is $10 for a family, $4 
for adults and $3 for children. 
Visitors can enjoy the beauty 
of nature as they walk the 
grounds, see the animals, paint 
ceramic fi gurines and visit the 
chapel. 

For more information 
about visiting the Pax Christi 
Retreat Center or arranging 
a retreat or ceramic painting 
session, contact Sister Alicia at 
(979) 251-7450 or e-mail 
aligarcia_23@yahoo.com.

Sisters share peace of Christ with o thers 

BY CATHOLIC SPIRIT STAFF

Next fall will mark the 15th 
anniversary of the Diocese of 
Austin’s Ethics and Integrity in 
Ministry (EIM) program. Since 
June 2002 the diocese’s efforts 
have followed the mandate of 
the “Charter for the Protec-
tion of Children and Young 
People” instituted by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops to protect children and 
vulnerable adults. 

The diocesan Offi ce of 
Ethics and Integrity in Ministry 
continues to evaluate programs 
and policies. The EIM policies 
must be reviewed and updated 
periodically per the Charter; 
the most recent update was 
completed this summer and 
the revised policies are now 
available in English and Span-
ish both online on the EIM 
page at www.austindiocese.org 
and at parishes and Catholic 

schools in the diocese. 
Emily Hurlimann, the dioc-

esan EIM coordinator, said the 
primary effort of the latest up-
date was to make the document 
more “user friendly” by reduc-
ing some of the repetitiveness 
found in the previous version, 
and by more clearly explaining 
various EIM requirements. For 
instance, the fi nal section on 
“Responding” includes a simple 
reporting decision tree show-
ing whom to contact if abuse is 
suspected. The EIM policies are 
reviewed regularly by the dioc-
esan EIM Review Board, which 
provides valuable feedback 
throughout the update process. 
Final approval is determined by 
Bishop Joe Vásquez.

The Diocese of Austin 
has maintained EIM compli-
ance for every EIM audit since 
this process began more than 
10 years ago. As required by 
the Charter and the diocesan 
policies, allegations of abuse 

and concerns of boundary 
violations are reviewed and 
addressed by the diocesan 
Coordinator of Victim Assis-
tance and Pastoral Support, the 
EIM Offi ce, the EIM Review 
Board, and ultimately by the 
bishops of the diocese. 

“Screening, as well as 
training and education pro-
grams for various age groups, 
have been in place since 2001. 
Warning signs have been 
explained and learned. Ap-
propriate ways to interact with 
minors and vulnerable persons 
have been taught. Victims have 
been listened to and received 
counseling. Reporting pro-
cedures have been followed. 
Children have been protected,” 
Hurlimann said.

The diocesan EIM Of-
fi ce is responsible for helping 
parishes and schools make sure 
all clergy, religious, employees 
and volunteers who minister 
to minors or vulnerable adults, 

are fully EIM compliant mean-
ing they complete the EIM 
Application for Ministry which 
permits the diocese to run a 
background check, and attend 
an EIM workshop every three 
years. Additional responsibili-
ties of the EIM Offi ce include 
processing notices of concern 
submitted to the diocese, 
training volunteers to provide 
various training/education pro-
grams and evaluating current 
and future program needs.

There are three specifi c 
points Hurlimann wants to 
make sure are known about 
the diocesan EIM program:

• If anyone suspects abuse 
has occurred, or is occurring, 
state law requires that it be 
reported to civil authorities, 
and it should also be reported 
to church offi cials if it involves 
church personnel. The diocese 
is committed to providing 
compassionate and confi dential 
care to victims of abuse. 

• If anyone is a victim of 
sexual abuse and has concerns 
about attending an EIM work-
shop, they should contact the 
EIM Offi ce at (512) 949-2447 
to discuss an alternative work-
shop arrangement. 

• If everyone throughout 
the diocese works together to 
learn about and enforce the 
policies and procedures of the 
diocesan EIM program, we 
are more likely to help prevent 
abuse in our parishes, schools 
and communities. 

“We are all called to 
protect our children and vul-
nerable adults, and with our 
policies and more awareness 
about abuse, we can do that,” 
Hurlimann said.

Specifi c questions about 
the diocesan Ethics and 
Integrity in Ministry policies 
may be addressed to 
Hurlimann at (512) 949-2447 
or emily-hurlimann@
austindiocese.org.

Working together to protect youth, vulnerable adults 

PAX CHRISTI SISTERS Maria Concepcion Lozano (left) and Alicia Gar-
cia, as well as Margarita Muños (not pictured), live and work at the Pax 
Christi Retreat Center in Brenham. The sisters purchased the property 
previously owned by the Poor Clares, which includes miniature horses, 
donkeys and chickens. (Photo by Mary P. Walker)

mailto:aligarcia_23@yahoo.com
http://www.austindiocese.org/
http://austindiocese.org/
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Dominion Family
Healthcare

Dr. Kimberly Warfi eld
Board certifi ed in Family 

Medicine & Internal Medicine
(512) 834-9999

11673 Jollyville Rd #205
Austin, TX 78759

FAMILY PRACTICE

William Stavinoha, M.D.
Family Practice –– Board Certifi ed

11671 Jollyville Road #102
Austin, TX

(512) 338-5088
www.stavinohamd.com

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT
Joseph M. C. Leary, M.D. 

Diplomate, American Board of Otolaryngology 
Pediatric and Adult

Including Ear Diseases Sinus Surgery 
Thyroid and Neck Surgery

6811 Austin Center Blvd., Ste. 300
Austin, Texas 78731

(512) 346-8888

FAMILY & INTERNAL MEDICINE

THYROID & ENDOCRINOLOGY

Oak Hill
Eye Care

Examination & Treatment
of Eye Disease
Lasik Surgery

Contact Lenses & Optical

 Monday through Friday
 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 

David W. Tybor, O.D.
(512) 288-0444

6000 W. William Cannon
Bldg A, Suite 100, Austin
www.oakhilleyecare.com

OPTOMETRY

Ideal Weight Loss 
Medical Clinics

This will be your LAST Diet
 No drugs   100% natural   Medically monitored

 Lose ONLY fat   Preserve lean muscle
Anthony Hicks, MD, MPH 

4100 Duval Rd., Bldg IV, Ste 202, Austin 
(512) 577-6181

12912 Hill Country Blvd, Bldg F, Ste 238, Austin
(512) 470-9470

www.LastDietATX.com

MEDICAL SERVICES

DIRECTORY

ORTHODONTICS
Braces for Children and Adults

Michael Dillingham, D.D.S.
2 convenient locations in Austin

Call (512) 836-7924 or (512) 447-5194 to 
schedule a complimentary consultation

The Vitae Clinic, Inc., provides wellness, prenatal, delivery and 
postnatal care for women, expectant mothers and babies in accord 
with the teachings of the Catholic Church in conformity with the 
Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Healthcare services.

The Vitae Clinic
Jeremy Kalamarides, D.O.

The Jefferson Building
1600 W. 38th St, Ste 115

Austin, TX 78731
512-458-6060

To advertise in the Catholic Spirit Medical Services Directory, call (512) 949-2443, 
or e-mail catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org.

WEIGHT LOSS

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Families invited to day of  refl ection
The “Celebration of Families Fully Alive” Day of Refl ection will be held Nov. 

14 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Santa Cruz Parish in Buda.  It will feature a keynote 
address by Schoenstatt Father Jesús Ferras, presentations by individuals from 
the Diocese of Austin who attended the World Meeting of Families, live music, 
a family Mass, activities for children, publisher and vendor booths, and lunch. 
Presentations will be offered in English and in Spanish. Details and registration 
information are available at www.austindiocese.org/offi ces-ministries/offi ces/
evangelization-and-catechesis/mary-mother-teacher-and-evangelizer-retreat or call 
(512) 949-2492.

Different cultures invited to Unity Rosary
The Unity Rosary brings people from around the diocese to celebrate our 

cultural diversity through Mary and the rosary. It will be held Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. 
at Holy Vietnamese Parish in Austin. A reception will follow the service. Please 
feel free to join us and bring a dessert to share from a country of your choice. 
All are welcome! If you speak a language other than English and would like to 
participate, please contact the Offi ce of Hispanic Ministry at (512) 949-2426.

Upcoming Marriage Encounter weekends
Married couples are invited to deepen their communication, rekindle their 

romance and renew their sacrament by attending one of the next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekends Nov. 13-15 at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center 
in Belton or Feb. 19-21 at the Wingate in Round Rock. For more information, 
visit www.austinme.org or contact Steve and Linda Jaramillo at (512) 667-9963 or 
wwmeaustin@gmail.com.

Advent activities at Cedarbrake in Belton
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center will host the annual Advent Dinner Dec. 3 

with wine and cheese served at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner and a presentation. The 
guest speaker is Bishop Daniel Garcia. Cost is $25. For more information or to regis-
ter, contact Cedarbrake at (254) 780-2436 or cedarbrake@austindiocese.org.

A Silent Advent Retreat will be held Dec. 4-6 at Cedarbrake Catholic 
Retreat Center in Belton. Take time away from the hustle and bustle of the 
Christmas season to prepare for the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. The retreat 
begins Friday evening and concludes with Mass on Sunday. Spiritual direction 
is available. Cost is $165 (private room). For more information or to register, 
contact Cedarbrake at (254) 780-2436 or cedarbrake@austindiocese.org.

Knights host march and rally in Austin
A March and Rally for Religious Freedom will be held Nov. 22 beginning at 

10 a.m. at Wooldridge Square Park (9th and Guadalupe) in Austin. The Austin 
Knights of Columbus will lead the march to the Capitol, where the rally will 
begin at 11 a.m. For information, visit www.kofcaustin.org.

Celebrate Our Lady of  Guadalupe on Dec. 5
Everyone is invited to the diocesan celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 

Dec. 5 at St. Anthony Marie de Claret Parish in Kyle. Busses will leave from the 
parish at 8:30 a.m. and take participants to the starting point for the procession 
at 5940 McNaughton in Kyle. The procession will then begin through the streets 
of Kyle at 9:30 a.m. Mass celebrated by Bishop Daniel Garcia will begin at noon, 
and a festival will follow. There will be Matachines dancers, Mariachi music, as 
well as food and activities for all ages. For more information, contact the Offi ce of 
Hispanic Ministry at (512) 949-2468 or edgar-ramirez@austindiocese.org.

http://www.stavinohamd.com/
http://www.oakhilleyecare.com/
http://www.lastdietatx.com/
mailto:catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org
http://www.austindiocese.org/offices-ministries/offices/
http://www.austinme.org/
mailto:wwmeaustin@gmail.com
mailto:cedarbrake@austindiocese.org
mailto:cedarbrake@austindiocese.org
http://www.kofcaustin.org/
mailto:edgar-ramirez@austindiocese.org
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BY ENEDELIA J. OBREGÓN
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Cathey Holaway fi nally 
has a new home. She moved 
into a newly built house in a 
new development in Kyle in 
early summer. She chose this 
place because it lacks one very 
important feature she’s learned 
to fear: a creek.

She knows a creek can rise 
quickly and fl ood a home in 
minutes. That’s what hap-
pened to her in the wee hours 
of Halloween in 2013. She 
had already been through 
a fl ood in 2001 when her 
home got two feet of water. 
The Halloween fl ood fi nally 
pushed her out. That morn-
ing, Onion Creek sent more 
than fi ve feet of water into 
her one-story home of 30 
years.

As Holaway sat in her 
new home fi lled with donated 
furniture she said she knows 
she’s blessed. 

“I know a lot of people 
still living in their driveways,” 
she said.

Holaway knew she 
couldn’t sell the house in the 
open market and that she 
could be fl ooded again. When 
the City of Austin offered a 

buyout earlier this year, she 
took it. By then she had spent 
$60,000 from her insurance 
and savings to rebuild. She 
also lost $1,100 to a man who 
was supposed to rebuild the 
house.

Recovering from natural 
and man-made disasters can 
take years, said Roz Gutierrez, 
conference support director 
of the diocesan council of 
the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul. She was recently in West 
still helping families affected 
by the fertilizer explosion of 
April 17, 2013.

SVdP and Catholic Chari-
ties of Central Texas respond-
ed to immediate needs after a 
disaster. They also stayed for 
the long haul. 

“The fi rst response is like 
a sprint,” said Sara Ramirez, 
executive director of CCCTX. 
“The fi rst days are spent on 
emergency things like water, 
food, shelter and clothing. 
After 60 to 90 days, we go 
into marathon mode. We 
start working with families on 
long-term needs and goals.”

Gutiérrez said recovery is 
not just rebuilding homes and 
replacing items that people 
need. It is also counseling to 
heal the psychological wounds.

“Even when people build a 

new home or rebuild, 
a lot of memories are 
lost,” Gutierrez said. 
“There is a lot of 
emotional healing that 
needs to be addressed 
respectfully.”

Ramirez said there 
is a balance in helping 
people and guiding 
them to be self-suffi -
cient. That’s why the 
disaster response teams 
and volunteers are all 
trained.

That is necessary 
because on average 
Central Texas averages 
a natural or man-made 
disaster every two years. 
Long-term recovery 
efforts such as those 
for the people of West often 
overlap with emergency needs 
such as those in the Wimberley 
fl oods. For example, a family 
in Bastrop just last year moved 
into their new home after los-
ing their long-time home in the 
Labor Day fi re of 2011.

“Many poor families have 
zero to poor credit,” she said. 
Thus poverty can affect re-
covery from a disaster. Most 
poor people have jobs that do 
not pay well and have no sav-
ings. This can make it diffi cult 
to rent because many places 

require a hefty 
deposit.

Around a 
60-to-70-mile 
radius of Aus-
tin, housing is 
scarce and thus 
prices are sky-
high.

The high 
cost of housing 
was one factor 
in Holaway’s 
decision to 
move to Kyle. 
She also wanted 
a kitchen with 
a gas stove and 
couldn’t fi nd 
one in Austin. 
Though it dou-
bled her com-
mute time, she 
got more house 
for her money. 
But mainly she 
won’t have to 
worry about 
losing all her 
belongings 
again or staying 
up late to check 
the weather the 
way she did that 
fateful night.

“I had been 
watching the 
rain,” she said. 
“But I fi nally 
went to bed 

about 11 or 11:30.”
Sometime after midnight, 

someone called one of her 
sons to warn him the neigh-
borhood was fl ooding. She got 
out of bed and the fl oor had 
water up to her ankles. She put 
some clothes in a bag and her 
medication in a backpack and 
started working her way out of 
the house. The water was up 
to her knees. Her son’s car had 
fl oated from the driveway and 
was eight houses down. They 
dodged debris and walked to-
ward the corner to a two-story 
house. The water was up to 
her armpits.

Her son went down further 
to a friend’s house and she de-
cided to go into the two-story 
house belonging to a neighbor. 
They stood on a coffee table 
but the water kept rising. They 
climbed upstairs. Two men 
with them then tore a hole in 
the roof to await rescue. As 
they sat on the roof they saw a 
deer trying to swim down the 
street. A helicopter rescued the 
elderly woman but the rest of 
the group stayed until about 
noon the next day when the 
waters receded.

Onion Creek winds 
around the verdant –– by 
Austin standards –– neighbor-
hood east of Interstate 35 off 
William Cannon and Pleasant 
Valley drives. Majestic trees 
watered by the creek provided 
shade for the backyard barbe-
cues and a place for Hola-
way’s three sons to explore 
when they were young.

The new place has no 
trees other than the two 
planted by the developer. But 
Holaway hopes to start mak-
ing new memories without 
worrying they’ll get washed 
away.

Ramirez said the best 
way to help is with money, 
volunteers and prayers, add-
ing that 100 percent of money 

donated for emergency relief 
is used on the people. They 
pool resources with other 
nonprofi ts and an unmet 
needs committee disburses 
the resources. Short-term 
they may provide hotel stays 
so people can have a place to 
sleep and shower.

Money rather than clothing 
is the best donation. Cloth-
ing and donated items take up 
valuable space since people 
have nowhere to store them. 
It also requires volunteers to 
sort items. Money can be used 
for gift cards so people can get 
exactly what they need.

Because CCCTX has only 
40 employees in the 25 coun-
ties that make up the Diocese 
of Austin, volunteers are im-
portant for intake or meeting 
families.

“With only 40 employees 
it can bet taxing and tiring,” 
Ramirez said. “Families are in 
shock. Volunteers can help the 
employees get some respite.”

Holaway benefi ted from 
volunteers, who helped tear 
down soggy drywall and insula-
tion, emptied plastic boxes 
fi lled with dank water and 
took garbage bags fi lled with 
her clothing and washed it and 
kept it in their homes until she 
was back on her feet.

 Prayer for those suffer-
ing from the disaster as well 
as those helping them is also 
important, Ramirez said.

“High stress can kill 
people,” she said. “It can cause 
families to implode and turn 
on each other. People need to 
vent. But when stress peaks 
wounds can split open. That’s 
why mental health help is so 
important.”

For more information on 
CCCTX, go to www.ccctx.
org or call (512) 651-6100. For 
more information on SSVdP, 
go to www.svdp.org or call 
(512) 251-6995. 

CATHEY HOLAWAY looks over the few damaged photos she has 
left from the Halloween 2013 fl ood in Austin’s Onion Creek area. 
(Photo by Enedelia J. Obregón)

Two years later fl ood victims continue to heal

http://www.svdp.org/
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BY CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

While not specifi cally 
mentioning the controversial 
proposal of a path toward 
full reconciliation and Com-
munion for the divorced and 
civilly remarried, members of 
the Synod of Bishops on the 
family handed Pope Francis a 
report emphasizing an obliga-
tion to recognize that not all 
Catholics in such a situation 
bear the same amount of 
blame.

The 94-paragraph report 
approved Oct. 24, the last 
working day of the three-week 
synod, highlighted the role 
of pastors in helping couples 
understand church teach-
ing, grow in faith and take 
responsibility for sharing the 
Gospel. It also emphasized 
how “pastoral accompani-
ment” involves discerning, on 
a case-by-case basis, the moral 
culpability of people not fully 
living up to the Catholic ideal.

Bishops and other full 
members of the synod voted 
separately on each paragraph 
and the Vatican published 
those votes. The paragraph 
dealing specifi cally with 
leading divorced and remar-
ried Catholics on a path of 
discernment passed with only 
one vote beyond the neces-
sary two-thirds.

Austrian Cardinal Chris-
toph Schonborn of Vienna 
told reporters Oct. 24 that the 
key word in the document’s 
discussion of ministry to 
divorced and civilly remar-
ried people is “’discernment.’ 
I invite you all to remember 
there is no black or white, no 
simple yes or no.” The situa-
tion of each couple “must be 

discerned,” which is what was 
called for by St. John Paul II 
in his 1981 exhortation on the 
family, he said.

The cardinal told Vati-
can Insider, a news site, that 
although St. John Paul called 
for discernment in those 
cases, “he didn’t mention 
all that comes after discern-
ment.” The synod’s fi nal re-
port, he said, proposes priests 
help divorced and remarried 
couples undergoing conver-
sion and repentance so that 
they recognize whether or not 
they are worthy to receive the 
Eucharist. Such an examina-
tion of conscience, he said, 
is required of every Catholic 
each time they prepare to ap-
proach the altar.

As Pope Francis said at 
the beginning of the synod, 
church doctrine on the mean-
ing of marriage as a lifelong 
bond between one man and 
one woman open to having 
children was not up for de-
bate. The fi nal report strongly 
affi rmed that teaching as 
God’s plan for humanity, as a 
blessing for the church and a 
benefi t to society.

While insisting on God’s 
love for homosexual persons 
and the obligation to respect 
their dignity, the report also 
insisted same-sex unions 
could not be recognized as 
marriages and denounced as 
“totally unacceptable” govern-
ments or international organi-
zations making recognition of 
“’marriage’ between persons 
of the same sex” a condition 
for fi nancial assistance.

The report also spoke 
specifi cally of: the changing 
role of women in families, 
the church and society; single 
people and their contribu-
tions to the family and the 

church; the heroic witness of 
parents who love and care for 
children with disabilities; the 
family as a sanctuary protect-
ing the sacredness of human 
life from conception to natu-
ral death; and the particular 
strain on family life caused by 
poverty and by migration.

The Catholic Church 
recognizes a “natural” value 
in marriage corresponding to 
the good of the husband and 
wife, their unity, fi delity and 
desire for children. But the 
sacrament of marriage adds 
another dimension, the report 
said. “The irrevocable fi delity 
of God to his covenant is the 
foundation of the indissolubil-
ity of marriage. The complete 
and profound love of the 
spouses is not based only on 
their human capabilities: God 
sustains this covenant with 
the strength of his Spirit.”

But human beings are 
subject to sin and failure, 
which is why synod members 
recommend the need for 
“accompaniment” by family 
members, pastors and other 
couples. “Being close to the 
family as a traveling compan-
ion means, for the church, 
assuming wisely differentiated 
attitudes: sometimes it is nec-
essary to stay by their side and 
listen in silence; other times it 
must indicate the path to fol-
low; and at still other times, it 
is opportune to follow, sup-
port and encourage.” 

A draft of the report was 
presented to synod mem-
bers Oct. 22, and 51 bishops 
spoke the next morning about 
changes they would like to see 
in the fi nal draft. Jesuit Father 
Federico Lombardi, Vatican 
spokesman, told reporters 
that several bishops men-
tioned specifi cally a need to 

improve the text’s references 
to “the relationship between 
conscience and the moral 
law.”

The text refers to con-
science in sections dealing 
with procreation and with 
marital situations the church 
considers irregular, particu-
larly the situation of divorced 
and civilly remarried Catho-
lics.

First, though, synod mem-
bers promised greater efforts 
to be with couples in crisis 
and praised divorced Catho-
lics who, “even in diffi cult 
situations, do not undertake a 
new union, remaining faith-
ful to the sacramental bond.” 
Such Catholics, they noted, 
can and should “fi nd in the 
Eucharist the nourishment 
that sustains them.”

Those who have remarried 
without an annulment of their 
sacramental marriage must be 
welcomed and included in the 
parish community in every 
way possible, the report said. 
“They are baptized, they are 
brothers and sisters, the Holy 
Spirit gives them gifts and 
charisms for the good of all.”

Quoting from St. John 
Paul’s exhortation on the 
family, the report insists that 
pastors, “for the sake of 
truth,” are called to careful 
discernment when assisting 
and counseling people who 
divorced and remarried. They 
must distinguish, for instance, 
between those who “have 
been unjustly abandoned, and 
those who through their own 
grave fault have destroyed a 
canonically valid marriage,” in 
the words of St. John Paul.

Priests must “accompany 
interested people on the path 
of discernment in accordance 
with the teaching of the 
church and the guidance of 
the bishop,” the report said.

While the report makes no 
explicit mention of absolution 
and the return to Commu-
nion, it seems to leave some 
possibility for such a solution 
by quoting the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church’s affi rma-
tion that “imputability and 
responsibility for an action 
can be diminished or even 
nullifi ed” because of different 
conditions. Just as the degree 
of guilt will differ, the report 
said, “also the consequences 
of the acts are not necessarily 
the same in all cases.”

In several places the text 
praises the teaching of “Hu-
manae Vitae,” the document 
of Blessed Paul VI on married 
love and the transmission of 
life. “Conjugal love between 
a man and a woman and 
the transmission of life are 
ordered one to the other,” the 
report said.

“Responsible parenthood 
presupposes the formation 
of the conscience, which is 
‘the most secret core and 
sanctuary of a man. There 
he is alone with God, whose 
voice echoes in his depths,’” 
said the report, quoting from 
the Second Vatican Council’s 
Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World. 
“The more spouses try to 
listen to God and his com-
mandments in their con-
sciences, the freer their deci-
sion will be” from external 
pressures, the report said.

POPE FRANCIS participates in prayer at the start of a session of the Synod of Bishops 
on the family at the Vatican Oct. 23. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

POPE FRANCIS waves as he leaves a session of the 
Synod of Bishops on the family at the Vatican Oct. 24. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Synod report urges tailored approach to families
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Eagle’s Wings Retreat Center
Presents its 2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk

To register, visit our website 
www.ewrc.org.

Special prizes for groups with the most par  cipants!

Run with Leo!
Olympic Silver 

Medalist Leo Manzano 

to speak and run with 

runners

Saturday, D
ec. 5th

9:30 a.m. sta
rt  me

$35 to run

Fun pit st
ops along the way!

Prizes:
Best Bear Ou  it

Most Spirited
Fastest Runner
... and more!

A  er Party with:
Bear Claws

Pictures with Leo Manzano
Music, food and drinks!

BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

While they did not grab 
headlines, the elderly and people 
with disabilities, openness to 
life and the plight of migrants 
and refugees were also on the 
agenda of the Synod of Bishops 
on the family.

The synod’s fi nal report, 
which was approved Oct. 24, 
addressed the pastoral needs 
of those who are often cast 
aside to the margins of society, 
those who are often neglected 
and abandoned in a world that 
places profi t over value.

Affi rming the church’s 
teaching on the “sacred and 
inviolable character of human 
life,” the synod members not 
only denounced the tragedy of 
abortion, they also expressed 
their closeness to young moth-
ers, abandoned children and 
those suffering the consequenc-

es of abortion. 
The report also denounced 

euthanasia, saying that society 
is called to “care for the elderly, 
protect people with disabilities, 
assist the terminally ill, comfort 
the dying, and fi rmly reject the 
death penalty.”

One of the most important 
tasks of Christian families, the 
report said, is to “safeguard the 
bond between generations for 
the transmission of the faith.” 

While birth rates are dwin-
dling in Western countries, the 
report noted, the number of 
elderly people continue to rise 
and they are often “perceived 
as a burden” in increasingly in-
dustrialized societies. The synod 
fathers also praised the role of 

grandparents, whose presence 
within the family deserved “spe-
cial attention” and are crucial 
in passing on the faith to future 
generations. 

In the eyes of synod 
members, the situation of men, 
women and children scattered 

and divided due to war, persecu-
tion and poverty was another of 
the most heart-breaking situa-
tions affecting families.

Forced migration, which 
“traumatizes people and destabi-
lizes the family,” requires a two-
fold pastoral ministry not only 
for migrants, but also for the 
families they have left behind, 
the report said. 

“Human-
ity’s history is a 

history of migrants: this truth is 
inscribed in the lives of people 
and of families,” the report said. 
“Our faith also stresses this: We 
are all pilgrims.” 

The value of families who 
endure the diffi culties of lov-
ingly caring for members who 

have disabilities or special 
needs also was emphasized. 
Those families, the report said, 
“give the church and society a 
precious witness of faithfulness 
to the gift of life.” 

“The family that accepts 
with the eyes of faith the pres-
ence of people with disabilities 
can recognize and guarantee the 

Synod report highlights pastoral care for marginalized
quality and value of every life, 
with its needs, its rights and its 
opportunities,” the report said.

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
of Louisville, Ky., president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, described the synod’s 
response to families of people 
with special needs as “among 
the most poetic areas” of the 
report. 

It’s a particularly moving 
point for Archbishop Kurtz, 
whose older brother Georgie 
was born with Down syndrome. 

“I don’t want to minimize 
the heroic nature of what 
people are going through, es-
pecially as they receive a child 
with special needs, but the gift 
is just extraordinary,” Arch-
bishop Kurtz told journalists 
Oct. 25. This gift, he noted, 
was not only for his family but 
for his neighborhood, parish 
and town. 

Following the death of 
their parents, Georgie lived 
with his younger brother in 
two rectories and a bishop’s 
house until his death in 2002. 
Archbishop Kurtz said that 
Georgie’s presence “changed 
the nature of those rectories.”

“They became a home,” 
the archbishop said. “I never 
anticipated that.”

“Humanity’s history is a history of migrants: this truth is 
inscribed in the lives of people and of families,” the report 
said. “Our faith also stresses this: We are all pilgrims.” 

http://www.ewrc.org/
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Lawmakers and witnesses 
in a congressional committee 
hearing room Oct. 20 were not 
shown pictures of the vast num-
ber of refugees crossing East 
European borders each day.

But there is no shortage of 
images from daily news reports 
of the throngs of men, women 
and children walking along 
streets, open fi elds and train 
tracks escaping their homelands. 
The refugees, primarily from 
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan 
have been crammed in boats 
and lined up behind barricades 
or barbed wire fences. Reports 
in recent days showed many 
refugees, including dozens in 
wheelchairs, stuck in mud-
soaked fi elds in the rain trying to 
get to Slovenia.

In the two-and-a-half-hour 
hearing convened by the Com-
mission on Security and Coop-
eration in Europe, also known 
as the Helsinki Commission, 
lawmakers and witnesses alike 
described the refugee situation 
as enormous, unparalleled and 
one that cries out for a stronger 
global response.

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., 
the committee chairman, said 
it was “the largest refugee crisis 
since World War II” and Anne 
Richard, assistant secretary of 
state for population, refugees 

and migration, said the infl ux of 
refugees is a “very challenging 
situation.”

“The scale of this migration 
is much bigger than before,” she 
added in what was possibly the 
greatest understatement of the 
day.

While congressional leaders 
heard accounts about the enor-
mity of the challenge to provide 
food, clothing and shelter for 
the refugees and then fi nd 
homes for them, the lawmakers 
repeatedly expressed concern 
that terrorists could be among 
the infl ux and wondered what 
was being done to make sure 
they were not part of resettle-
ment efforts.

Richard said resettlement 
agencies are particularly on the 
lookout for such a threat, which 
partially explains the 18- to 
24-month vetting process for 
refugees.

“No one just comes in,” she 
said.

The committee is charged 
with looking at how the U.S., 
European governments and 
regional bodies such as the 
Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe and the 
European Union, are respond-
ing to the fl ood of immediate 
and long-term needs of refugees.

Rep. Steve Cohen, D-Ten., 
reiterated Pope Francis’ mes-
sage to Congress in September 
urging them to follow the 
Golden Rule. He said as a Jew, 

he understands that the U.S. is 
comprised of immigrants and 
said our country needs to do all 
it can to “save people from rav-
ages of war.”

Sean Callahan, chief operat-
ing offi cer of Catholic Relief 
Services, also mentioned Pope 
Francis, saying he has led in the 
effort to help modern-day refu-
gees by urging every Catholic 
parish in Europe to reach out 
and assist them.

“He reminds us of our 
moral obligation to help the 
stranger,” Callahan said, empha-
sizing that the needs in the crisis 
cry for much more than quick 
fi xes.

Recounting a recent visit 
to the Balkans, where tens of 
thousands are making their way 
across the border of Serbia and 
Croatia, he said it is “heartbreak-
ing to imagine walking” in their 
shoes and to picture “one’s own 
life in such chaos: fi rst, suffering 
violence in one’s home com-
munity; then biding time in a 
neighboring country, humbly 
receiving charity.”

He said CRS has been work-
ing throughout the Balkans to 
provide emergency assistance 
but he said these efforts will be-
come more challenging with the 
onset of winter and an increased 
need for shelter, medical assis-
tance, and warmer clothes.

In the past 
three years, he 
said CRS and 

its partners have helped nearly 
800,000 people and spent more 
than $110 million in response to 
the Syrian crisis.

Callahan was not the only 
one to point out the desperation 
in the current situation.

Shelly Pitterman, regional 
representative for the Offi ce of 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees, stressed that Eu-
rope must do more and can “no 
longer afford to continue with 
this fragmented approach.”

He said the European 
response so far to the massive 
infl ux of refugees has created 
“chaos and desperation among 
thousands of refugee women, 
men and children.”

And David Sullivan, the 
European Union ambassador to 
the U.S., stressed the crisis is not 
just for Europe but is global and 
“fueled by confl icts, inequality 
and poverty.”

He said the European 
Union and its member states 
are “fi rmly committed to the 
promotion and protection of 
the human rights of migrants. 
Despite the infl ux, we do not 
remove or return genuine refu-
gees, we respect the fundamen-
tal rights of all persons arriving 
in the EU, and we invest major 
resources in saving lives at sea.”

CRS’ Callahan urged Con-
gress to consider additional 

funding relief along with the 
Middle East Refugee Emer-
gency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act that will make $1 
billion available to refugee aid 
and resettlement.

He also urged the U.S. 
government to:

• Support the integration 
of Syrian refugees in neighbor-
ing countries.

• Directly fund interna-
tional private organizations 
that can get assistance on the 
ground faster and navigate po-
tential governmental barriers. 

• Fund humanitarian and 
development assistance in 
refugee host countries such as 
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey.

• Increase funding for 
emergency education and other 
protection efforts for children.

• Commit to high-level 
negotiations towards a political 
solution to the confl ict in Syria.

Although he highlighted 
the work that has already been 
done by Jordan, Lebanon and 
Turkey to aid refugees, he said 
the “scale of suffering has out-
paced their ability to respond 
to it. It has also overwhelmed 
the capacity of the internation-
al humanitarian and refugee 
systems.”

“The exodus to Europe 
cries out that so much more 
must be done,” he said.

CRS executive urges aid for European refugees
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Join us for an unforgettable event in which the mission of Catholic Charities of Central Texas  
will be shared by those whose lives it has touched.  You’ll enjoy a complimentary lunch as  

you see that it only takes ONE to restore hope in Central Texas.

For more information, please visit our website or contact Allison Seibert at (979) 822-9340 ext 114 or allison-seibert@ccctx.org.

www.ccctx.org/CelebrateLife2016
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COLLEGE STATION

BY CAROL GLATZ 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

More than a dozen individ-
ual celebrations will be sched-
uled for the Jubilee of Mercy 
in 2016, giving pilgrims the 
chance to celebrate their own 
holy year with Pope Francis in 
Rome.

The yearlong extraordinary 
jubilee will include a number 
of individual jubilee days, such 
as for consecrated men and 
women; deacons; priests; cat-
echists; the sick and disabled; 
teenagers and prisoners. Young 
people will be able to celebrate 
their jubilee with the pope at 
World Youth Day in Krakow, 
Poland.

The Pontifi cal Council for 
Promoting New Evangeliza-
tion, which is organizing events 
for the Holy Year of Mercy, 
published a full calendar of 
events online at www.im.va.

Because the Holy Year is 
meant to be lived as a pilgrim-
age, people taking part are 
asked to prepare themselves 
with prayer and sacrifi ce, and 
make a portion of the journey 
on foot.

Efforts also will be made to 
offer concrete signs of God’s 

love and mercy by offering tan-
gible assistance to those in need, 
and bishops and priests around 
the world are asked to conduct 
“similar symbolic gestures of 
communion with Pope Francis” 
in their dioceses by reaching out 
to those on the margins.

The motto, “Merciful Like 
the Father,” is an invitation to 
follow the merciful example 
of God, who asks people not 
to judge or condemn but to 
forgive and to give love, the 
council said.

One way the pope wants to 
show the church’s “maternal 
solicitude” is to send out “mis-
sionaries of mercy” that is, spe-
cially selected priests who will 
preach and teach about God’s 
mercy. They will be given 
special authority, the pope said, 
“to pardon even those sins 
reserved to the Holy See.”

The following is a list of 
some of the major events 
planned in Rome for the jubi-
lee year:

• Opening of the Holy 
Door of St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Dec. 8, feast of the Immaculate 
Conception.

• Opening of the Holy 
Door of the Basilica of St. 
John Lateran and in the cathe-
drals of the world, Dec. 13.

• Opening of the Holy 
Door of the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major, Jan. 1, feast of 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
and World Day for Peace.

• Jubilee for those in-
volved with guiding or organiz-
ing pilgrimages and religious 
tourism, Jan. 19-Jan. 21.

• Opening of the Holy 
Door of the Basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls, Jan. 25, 
feast of the Conversion of St. 
Paul.

• Jubilee for Consecrated 
Life and the closing of the 
Year for Consecrated Life, 
Feb. 2, feast of the Presenta-
tion of the Lord.

• Sending forth the Mis-
sionaries of Mercy, St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Feb. 10, Ash Wednes-
day.

• Jubilee for the Roman 
Curia, Feb. 22, feast of the 
Chair of St. Peter.

• “24 Hours for the Lord” 
with a penitential liturgy in St. 
Peter’s Basilica, March 4.

• Jubilee for those who are 
devoted to the spirituality of 
Divine Mercy, April 3, Divine 
Mercy Sunday.

• Jubilee for teens aged 13 
to 16 to profess the faith and 
construct a culture of mercy, 
April 24.

• Jubilee for deacons, May 
27-29, the feast of the Body 
and Blood of Christ.

• Jubilee for priests, 
June 3, feast of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus.

• Jubilee for 
those who are ill and 
for persons with dis-
abilities, June 12.

• Jubilee for 
youth, July 26-31, 
World Youth Day in 
Krakow, Poland.

• Jubilee for 
workers and volun-
teers of mercy, Sept. 
4, the vigil of the 
memorial of Blessed 
Teresa of Calcutta.

• Jubilee for cat-
echists, Sept. 25.

• Marian Jubilee, Oct. 8-9.
• Mass celebrated by Pope 

Francis in memory of the 
faithful departed, Nov. 1, feast 
of All Saints.

• Jubilee for prisoners, 
Nov. 6.

• Closing of the Holy 
Doors in the basilicas of Rome 
and in the dioceses of the 
world, Nov. 13.

• Closing of the Holy 
Door of St. Peter’s Basilica and 
the conclusion of the Jubilee 
of Mercy, Nov. 20, feast of 

Pope invites everyone to celebrate the Year of Mercy

Christ the King.
The Jubilee of Mercy has 

an offi cial website in seven 
languages at www.im.va;a 
Twitter handle @Jubilee_va; a 
Facebook page; and accounts 
on Instagram, Flickr and 
Google+.

More information on the 
Diocese of Austin’s activities 
for the Year of Mercy will be 
included in the December issue 
of the Catholic Spirit.

mailto:allison-seibert@ccctx.org
http://www.ccctx.org/CelebrateLife2016
http://www.im.va/
http://www.im.va/
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BY CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The presidents of the U.S. 
and Canadian bishops’ con-
ferences joined leaders of the 
regional bishops’ conferences 
of Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
Oceania and Europe in signing 
an appeal for government lead-
ers to reach a “fair, legally bind-
ing and truly transformational 
climate agreement” at a summit 
in Paris.

Indian Cardinal Oswald 
Gracias of Mumbai, president of 
the Federation of Asian Bish-
ops’ Conferences, signed the 
appeal Oct. 26 at the beginning 
of a joint news conference at the 
Vatican.

The appeal, Cardinal Gracias 
said, was a response to Pope 
Francis’ letter on the environ-
ment and an expression of “the 
anxiety of all the people, all the 
churches all over the world” 
regarding how, “unless we are 
careful and prudent, we are 
heading for disaster.”

The appeal is addressed to 
negotiators preparing for the 
U.N. Climate Change Confer-
ence in Paris Nov. 30-Dec. 
11. The bishops called for 
“courageous and imaginative 

political leadership” and for legal 
frameworks that “clearly estab-
lish boundaries and ensure the 
protection of the ecosystem.”

The bishops also asked gov-
ernments to recognize the “ethi-
cal and moral dimensions of cli-

mate change,” to recognize that 
the climate and the atmosphere 
are common goods belong-
ing to all, to set a strong limit 
on global temperature increase 
and to promote new models of 
development and lifestyles that 
are “climate compatible.”

The appeal calls for deci-
sions that place people above 
profi ts, that involve the poor in 
decision making, that protect 
people’s access to water and to 
land, are particularly mindful 
of vulnerable communities and 
are specifi c in commitments to 
fi nance mitigation efforts.

Colombian Cardinal Ruben 
Salazar Gomez of Bogota, presi-
dent of the Latin American bish-

ops’ council, spoke of the “suf-
fering” Amazon basin and the 
key role it plays in the survival of 
South America and the world. 
The Latin American bishops, he 
said, want an end to pollution, 
to the destruction of the forests 

and the disappearance of biodi-
versity, but they also want justice 
for their people, the majority of 
whom do not benefi t from the 
exploitation of resources taken 
from their countries.

Archbishop John Ribat 
of Port Moresby, Papua New 
Guinea, president of the Federa-
tion of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Oceania, told 
reporters, “We come from 
islands, and our life is very much 
at risk.”

Many communities –– 
particularly on Tuvalu, Kiri-
bati and the Carteret Islands 
–– already are experiencing the 
disappearance of land used for 
subsistence farming or seeing 

their agricultural land rendered 
unusable by the infi ltration of 
salt water.

Climate change, the arch-
bishop said, already is leading 
to the phenomenon of climate 
refugees.

The appeal said that most 
people –– whether or not they 
believe in God –– recognize the 
planet as “a shared inheritance, 
who(se) fruits are meant to ben-
efi t everyone. For believers, this 
becomes a question of fi delity to 
the creator, since God created 
the world for everyone.”

Miami Archbishop Thomas 
G. Wenski, chairman of the U.S. 
bishops’ Committee on Domes-
tic Justice and Human Develop-
ment, confi rmed that the U.S. 
bishops asked that a specifi c 
temperature target not be in the 
appeal. Others agreed, he said.

“We’re pastors and we’re 
not scientists,” the archbishop 
said. The specifi c temperature 

target for reversing the impact 
of climate change is something 
for scientists to decide, but the 
need to act is a moral issue, and 
the bishops are competent to 
speak to that, he said.

People in the U.S. are 
starting to understand how 
important action is, Archbishop 
Wenski said. It has been slow 
because “we live in a little bit of 
a cocoon sometimes, and if it 
doesn’t affect us immediately, 
we don’t react.”

Archbishop Richard Smith 
of Edmonton, Alberta, repre-
sented the Canadian bishops at 
the presentation. His province, 
Alberta, is “fossil fuel central,” 
he said, yet people in Alberta, 
like in the rest of Canada, rec-
ognize that something must be 
done. 

“Nobody wants the future 
placed in jeopardy because of 
this, and everyone understands 
intergenerational responsibil-
ity,” he said.

“Everybody knows that we 
have to move away from fossil 
fuels,” he said, but the big ques-
tion is how. “There are some 
great minds out there working 
on fi nding the new technolo-
gies” that will provide jobs and 
energy without harming the 
environment.

Bishops plead for climate change action

The appeal calls for decisions that place people above 
profi ts, that involve the poor in decision making, that protect 
people’s access to water and to land, are particularly mindful 
of vulnerable communities and are specifi c in commitments 
to fi nance mitigation efforts.
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B I S H O P  J O E  S . 
VÁSQUEZ is the fi fth 
bishop of the Austin 
Diocese. He shep-

herds more than 
530,000 Catho-

lics in 25 Central 
Texas counties.

Editor: Bishop the month of 
November is often spent giving 
thanks for all of our many bless-
ings. What are you personally 
thankful for this year?

Bishop Vásquez: There is so much 
to be thankful for this year. First of all I 
am deeply grateful to God to shepherd 
and serve the people of this great dio-
cese. I’m also thankful for the excellent 
priests with whom I work, and dedicated 
men and women religious, deacons, 
seminarians and lay faithful who are 
committed and who are serving in the 
church in so many different ministries. 
This local church is very much alive and 
I thank God for the beauty and gift of 
this diocese, which is alive, thriving and 
bringing hope and the message of Christ 
to others. 

I also want to give thanks to God for 
the ordinary things, such as my wonder-
ful family. I am grateful for my father, 
brothers, sisters and nieces and nephews. 
I am grateful for my friends who have 
walked with me on this journey for 
many years. I am grateful for the out-
standing staff that God has given us here 
at this Pastoral Center to work with and 
to be able to serve this growing diocese. 
Above all, I give thanks to God for the 
gracious and merciful goodness that he 
has bestowed upon me.

Editor: What are some of the 
things that have happened this 
year for which we give thanks as a 
diocese?

Bishop Vásquez: 2015 has been 
a blessed year for our diocese. At the 
beginning of the year, the Holy Father 
appointed our fi rst auxiliary bishop, 
Bishop Danny Garcia. This is a great 
gift that Pope Francis gave us in rec-
ognition of the growth that has taken 
place here in Central Texas. Bishop 
Garcia continues to serve alongside me 
and together we shepherd this diocese. 
Together we work for the good of the 
people. 

I also want thank God for all the 
work that has gone in to preparing 
our Pastoral Plan, which is now being 
implemented throughout our diocese. 
It is a simple plan that speaks to our 
hearts. The plan shares a message of 
hope and joy as we encounter and help 
others encounter Christ. 

Most recently, I am thankful for 
the Holy Father’s visit to Cuba and to 
our nation, which was just an extreme 
blessing to me. I had the privilege to 
accompany Pope Francis for part of 
his travels in Cuba, which was eye- 
opening for me. I was amazed by 
the people of that small nation who 
though experiencing a communist re-
gime for so long have remained people 
of faith and hope. It was obvious that 
the faith is alive and well –– I saw it 
in the elderly, in married couples, and 
in the young people. The faith contin-
ues to grow in the midst of a regime 
that has not always been favorable. 
In fact, the Cuban government has 
been critical and even severe with the 
church, yet the faith of the people has 
remained strong. 

Then our Holy Father came to 
our own country and I think he 
electrifi ed the people here. Believers 
and non-believers, Catholic and non-
Catholic, people of different faiths 
–– all were attracted to this man who 
spreads joy and love wherever he 
goes. Pope Francis was able to pres-
ent a message of Jesus Christ –– the 
message of salvation –– in such a way 
that appealed to many. He demon-
strated it in his very simple gestures 
that spoke to the hearts, the minds 
and the souls of our country. He is 
drawn to those who are suffering or 
in pain or struggling through some 
illness and I was moved as he reached 
out and blessed the children who 
lined the streets. In those days on 
American soil, Pope Francis shared 

his great joy with us, which was a 
beautiful blessing for our country.

Editor: Another big event that 
happens every November is the 
kick-off of the Catholic Services 
Appeal. What is the purpose of the 
annual appeal?

Bishop Vásquez: The Catholic 
Services Appeal is the opportunity for 
the entire diocese to gather together 
in thanksgiving for our many blessings 
and to support our diocesan programs 
and ministries. The annual appeal 
allows everyone to share in the good 
work that is taking place in the diocese. 
There are some simple ways that each 
family can participate. 

Prayer is one of the most profound 
ways we can support this appeal. Please 
pray for all of us here in the Diocese of 

Giving thanks for the simple and the extraordinary
Austin that we may continue to serve 
faithfully and strengthen our ministries 
to all in need. Every individual is asked 
to make a fi nancial contribution to 
support the annual appeal. Through 
our sacrifi ces, we help strengthen 
Catholic Charities, we help educate 
our seminarians, and we care for our 
retired priests. 

This diocese is committed to 
serving the poor, the sick and the 
needy, which is why this year’s theme 
is Hands of Mercy. As St. Teresa 
of Avila said, ours are the hands by 
which God now blesses us. When we 
do good works, when we reach out 
to our brothers and sisters who are 
suffering or in pain, we are literally 
the hands, the face, the feet, the heart 
through which God blesses his people. 
Through our donations to the Catholic 
Services Appeal, we can extend the 
hands of mercy throughout our dio-
cese; therefore, I encourage everyone 
to participate.

Editor: What is your prayer for 
this month of thanksgiving?

Bishop Vásquez: My prayer is 
that all of us would be grateful to 
God, for the simple, ordinary things 
and for those extraordinary blessings 
in our lives. When we are mindful of 
our blessings, our pain and suffering 
does not seem so great. We can bring 
both our blessings and our sufferings 
before God and present them at the 
altar in the supreme prayer of thanks-
giving –– the Eucharist. For it is in the 
celebration of the Eucharist that we 
learn to be grateful. In the Eucharist, 
we receive the most supreme gift of 
God who is Jesus. It is in the Eucharist 
that God transforms our blessings and 
sufferings into more than we can ever 
imagine or anticipate. Happy Thanks-
giving!

BY DEKARLOS BLACKMON
COLUMNIST

In the various talks I have given 
around the country over the years, 
I often refer to Jesus asking Peter 
whether he loves him (Jn 21:17). Jesus 
asks us the same question every day, 
“Do you love me?” It is not a question 
of faith so much as it is a challenge 
to a commitment for each of us. If 
we truly love the Lord, we must take 
care of one another — we must love 
one another. Illustrated throughout 
the Gospel by his words and deeds is 
the command of Christ to “love one 
another” (Jn 13:43). 

Each November, the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops sponsors the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment (CCHD) collection. Through 

the generosity of Catholics throughout 
the country, CCHD is able to provide 
much needed funding to groups whose 
work refl ects Catholic social teach-
ing in terms of the intrinsic dignity 
of human life. A primary objective of 
CCHD is to fund groups whose very 
efforts are to effect positive change 
in the policies and social structures 
that weaken dignity, particularly for 
the underprivileged and defenseless. 
Through our support of the annual 
CCHD collection, the faithful of Cen-
tral Texas play a vital role in helping 
the socioeconomically disadvantaged 
improve their lives, overcome injustice 
and escape poverty. 

Pope Francis reminds us to not 
allow the spirit of global solidarity to 
be lost in times of crisis and economic 
hardship. As Catholics, we believe “the 
Eucharist commits us to the poor” 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
1397). Participating in the work of 
CCHD helps us not only to reach out 
to those on the peripheries, but also to 
give hope to those in despair. During 
his apostolic visit to the U.S., Pope 
Francis succinctly reminded the nation 
through his address to the joint meet-
ing of Congress, “The fi ght against 
poverty and hunger must be fought 
constantly and on many fronts, espe-
cially in its causes.” When the Christian 
faithful participate in this national 
collection, we are actively responding 
to the call to live out the Gospel values 
by expressing an authentic priority to 
alleviate the hardships of the under-
privileged and vulnerable.

Everything we have in our lives is 
a gift, and we know God cannot be 
outdone in generosity. As we proclaim 
the Gospel of life and justice, celebrat-

ing it in the Mass and in our whole 
existence, may the way we are to be in 
the communion processional be the 
way we are in the world because as our 
Holy Father has said, “in prayer, there 
are no rich or poor, there are sons and 
daughters, sisters and brothers.”

The Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development will be taken up 
in parishes Nov. 21-22. For more 
information, visit www.usccb.org/
about/catholic-campaign-for-human-
development.

DEKARLOS BLACK-
MON, OBLSB, is the 
director of the diocesan 
Office of Life, Charity 
and  Jus t i ce .  He 
can be reached at  
(512) 949-2471 or 

dekarlos-blackmon@austindiocese.org.

Please pray for all of us here in the Diocese of 
Austin that we may continue to serve faithfully and 
strengthen our ministries to all in need. 

CCHD helps fi ght the systemic roots of poverty

http://www.usccb.org/
mailto:dekarlos-blackmon@austindiocese.org
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Upcoming discernment opportunities
The discernment group for high-school men meets on the fi rst Wednes-

day of the month at 7 p.m. in the Religious Education Building of St. William 
Parish in Round Rock. The evenings include dinner and evening prayer with 
discussions about the priesthood, seminary and discernment. 

The discernment group for men 18 and older meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the St. Charles Borromeo House of Dis-
cernment, 905B Duncan Ln. in Austin. The evenings include dinner and evening 
prayer with discussions about the priesthood, seminary and discernment. 

The Heart of Jesus Men’s Discernment Retreat will be held Dec. 18-20 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton. Catholic men (ages 17 to 40) 
with an openness to a priestly vocation and at varying stages of discernment 
are invited. The cost is $35 per person.

Project Andrew for men ages 16 to 45 will be held Feb. 13 at 10 a.m. at 
St. Mary Cathedral in Austin.

Project Miriam for women ages 16 to 45 will be held Feb. 20 at 10 a.m. at 
St. Mary Cathedral in Austin.

Heart of Mary Women’s Discernment Retreat for women 18 and older 
will be held April 8-10 at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton.

Quo Vadis Retreat for high school men will be held June 25-26 at St. 
Thomas More Parish in Austin.

For more information, visit www.austinvocations.com or call (512) 949-2430.

BY FATHER JONATHAN RAIA
GUEST COLUMNIST

November 1-7 marks National 
Vocation Awareness Week, a great 
chance to focus our efforts to build 
up a culture of vocations in our 
diocese. A culture of vocations is one 
in which parents teach their children 
to desire the Lord’s will above all and 
witness by their lives to the joy that 
comes from following God’s will. It 
is a culture in which young people 
who are still unsure of their path in 
life are surrounded by examples of 
married couples, priests, women and 
men religious, and single people living 
their vocations with joy and fi delity.

In such a culture, children and 
young people learn that following 
God’s will always involves sacrifi ce, 
but they also witness the truth that 
in the sacrifi cial gift of ourselves, we 
fi nd true joy and peace. A culture of 
vocations means an environment in 
which it is natural for boys and young 
men to think about the priesthood or 
religious life, and for girls and young 
women to consider the possibility of 
serving God and the church as conse-
crated religious. And fi nally, a culture 
of vocations is one in which priests, 
parishioners and parish staff regularly 
invite young — and not so young 
— people to consider a priestly or 
religious vocation.

There is no such thing as a 
“default” vocation — each person 
must carefully and prayerfully discern 
God’s will for his or her life. For 
those who may be called to a celi-
bate vocation, receiving an invitation 
from someone who identifi es char-
acteristics that might point to that 

vocation can be a great help in that 
discernment. For instance, a study of 
the ordination class of 2015 revealed 
that those who were ordained to the 
priesthood throughout the U.S. were 
encouraged to consider the priest-
hood by an average of four people. 
Unfortunately, almost half of these 
men said they were discouraged in 
their discernment of a priestly voca-
tion, by an average of two people. 
Imagine, then, the numbers of those 
who were discouraged and simply 
gave up their discernment! 

As always, we have a tremen-
dous responsibility in God’s plan: 
God desires to use us, his people, 
to nurture the seeds he plants in the 
hearts of those whom he calls. As we 
celebrate National Vocation Aware-

ness Week this month, may all of us 
recommit ourselves to living joyfully 
the vocation we have been given and 
to encouraging those still discerning 
their vocation.

Probably my favorite part of my 
job as diocesan Vocation director is 
working with our seminarians. They 
are an excellent group of generous 
men that make our diocese very 
proud. This fall, we are blessed to 
count 41 men in formation to serve 
as priests in the Diocese of Austin. 
Since our diocese does not have a 
seminary, our men attend several 
different seminaries for their forma-
tion. For college and pre-theology, 
seminarians attend either Holy Trinity 
Seminary in Irving, or St. Joseph 
Seminary College in Covington, La. 

Theology-level men, as well as some 
older college- or pre-theology-level 
candidates, attend either St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Houston, the Pontifi cal 
College Josephinum in Columbus, 
Ohio; Notre Dame Seminary in New 
Orleans, or the North American Col-
lege in Rome. Seminary formation 
normally takes seven to nine years, 
depending on how much college-
level credit a man has when he enters 
formation.

Currently a few of our seminar-
ians are in the diocese on pastoral 
year: Henry Almaguer at St. Mary 
Parish in Temple, Henry Cuellar at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Austin and 
Andrew Dinh at St. Helen Parish 
in Georgetown. This nine-month 
internship experience provides the 
men with the closest experience 
possible to the life of a priest in a 
parish. We also have two deacons 
who are serving full-time in parishes 
in preparation for their ordination 
to the priesthood: Deacon Everardo 
Cazares at St. John Vianney Parish in 
Round Rock and Deacon Froy Jerez 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Col-
lege Station. 

On behalf of our seminarians, 
thank you for your generous and 
prayerful support of them, and please 
continue to pray that God will form 
their hearts after the heart of his Son.

BY BURNIE COOK
COLUMNIST

On Sept. 24, Pope Francis ad-
dressed Congress as well as all of us 
when he said, “We need a conversa-
tion which includes everyone, since 
the environmental challenge we are 
undergoing, and its human roots, 
concern and affect us all.” 

He went on as he recalled his 
own encyclical, “In Laudato Si, I call 
for a courageous and responsible 
effort to ‘redirect our steps’ and to 
avert the most serious effects of the 
environmental deterioration caused 
by human activity. I am convinced 
that we can make a difference and I 
have no doubt that the United States 
–– and this Congress –– have an im-
portant role to play. Now is the time 
for courageous actions and strategies, 

aimed at implementing a ‘culture of 
care’ and ‘an integrated approach to 
combating poverty, restoring dignity 
to the excluded, and at the same time 
protecting nature.”

After hearing that, we all may ask 
ourselves, “What can I do?” All those 
affected by poverty, the excluded and 
the outcast could use our assistance 
in obvious ways: we can help feed 
the hungry, volunteer at a homeless 
shelter, and donate to local charities. 
There are other places we can help, 
too; nursing homes, hospitals and 
animal shelters are just a few other 
suggestions. By visiting with the el-
derly, caring for the sick and assisting 
with the care of abandoned animals, 
we can and do make a difference. 

We can also do our part by recy-
cling. Instead of throwing away news-
papers, magazines, plastic and glass 
containers, cardboard, aluminum 

cans, please recycle. The more we 
recycle the less we put in our landfi lls. 
Many larger cities now have recycling 
programs, I encourage everyone to 
check with their local city offi ce to 
make sure of what can and cannot 
be recycled. Then follow through by 
recycling as much as possible. 

Vegetation, be it grass, bushes, 
plants or trees might be in the pro-
cess of changing from green to the 
multiple colors of fall, but they need 
care too. During this time of drought, 
we need to conserve water, but we 
also need to keep our vegetation 
alive. Trim what needs to be trimmed 
and rake leaves and grass clippings 
into a mulch pile. After some time 
and natural processes, the mulch can 
become a nutrient base for plants in 
the spring.

In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis 
says, “We need a conversation which 

includes everyone, since the environ-
mental challenge we are undergoing, 
and its human roots, concern and 
affect us all.” He also points clearly 
to St. Francis of Assisi as a model of 
“care for the vulnerable and of an 
integral ecology lived out joyfully and 
authentically.” May we seek the inter-
cession of St. Francis as we enter into 
the conversation and strive to take 
better care of our planet. St. Francis, 
pray for us! 

Continuing to build culture of vocations in Central Texas 

BURNIE COOK and 
his wife Maggie 
are parishioners of 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish in Austin. 
He enjoys spend-
ing time with family 
and friends. Look for “Passage of 
Green” on Facebook and Twitter.

We can do our part to make a difference

FATHER JONATHAN 
RAIA is the diocesan 
Vocations Director. 
He can be reached at 
(512) 949-2405 or 
fr-jonathan-raia@
austindiocese.org.

http://www.austinvocations.com/
http://austindiocese.org/
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Assembly of
Catholic
Professionals

Join us . . .
at the next Assembly of Catholic 

Professionals luncheon.  

Guest Speaker: Dr. Kathleen Wilburn

When: Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

11:30 a.m.

Where: The Hyatt Regency Town Lake in Austin

Space is limited. 

RSVP at www.austindiocese.org/acp 

by November 27 to guarantee a seat and lunch.

Sponsored by:

Dr. Kathleen Wilburn
Professor of Management

St. Edward’s University

   

BY DEACON GUADALUPE RODRIGUEZ
GUEST COLUMNIST

Men sensing, discerning and recogniz-
ing a call to be permanent deacons should 
do so in light of the word, charity and 
liturgy as the Basic Norms for the Forma-
tion of Permanent Deacons recommends. 
The spirituality, ministry and service of the 
Word is something that a man in discern-
ment should be in “intimate contact” 
with so as to help him better perceive and 
determine if God is indeed inviting him to 
the permanent diaconate. 

Ministry and service of the word may 
already be happening, “both by study 
and by gradual exercise of the ministry 
of the word” at Mass. This is a very 
important part in the life of the deacon 
and in the discernment process. Expe-
riencing authentic joy during lecturing, 
Bible study, Lectio Divina or catechiz-
ing is one of the indicators that a man 

may be “better disposed for the future 
service of the word.” A deacon is called 
to proclaim, instruct and exhort with the 
Word of God, as we hear in the words 
of the bishop to the deacon at ordina-
tion, “Believe what you read. Teach what 
you believe. Practice what you teach.”

The Basic Norms explains that a 
man in discernment “has already had 
a certain experience of listening to and 
meditating upon the Word of God,” 
so that he can hear with the ears of the 
heart if God indeed is calling him to 
a life of word, charity and liturgy. Of 
course this discernment is also done 
with the wife’s and pastor’s consent; 
however, it is the church who fi nally 
affi rms, discerns and confi rms the man’s 
suitability for ordination. The man’s part 
is to “strive to deepen their knowledge 
of the word, so as to hear its call.” This 
is done by praying with the Word of 
God and listening during Eucharistic 
adoration and praying quietly during the 

day. As it says in the Basic Norms, “It is 
He who calls them, accompanies them 
and moulds their hearts so that they can 
recognize his grace.” 

Ordination, “imprints a character 
and communicates a specifi c sacramen-
tal grace” that helps the deacon, “For 
a worthy and fruitful proclamation of 
the Word of God” so that we do not 
read it but instead proclaim and preach 
the Word of God. More specifi cally, this 
is made possible because “The diaconal 
character is the confi gurative and distin-
guishing sign indelibly impressed in the 
soul, which confi gures the one ordained 
to Christ.” Furthermore the church states 
that ordination, “brings with it a specifi c 
sacramental grace, which is strength, 
‘vigor specialis’, a gift for living the new 
reality wrought by the sacrament.” 

I distinctly remember the shortcom-
ings I had with speaking about the faith 
that have been transformed in the years 
since my ordination. Of course to fully 
develop, expand and unfold the graces 
we receive at ordination, we have to 
cooperate with much prayer and charity 
in our daily living.

Men who are sensing a pull or tug 
in their heart to the diaconate can begin 
by carrying a small pocket Bible to read 
it throughout the day. God speaks to us 
through the Scriptures. Pope Francis has 
mentioned carrying a Bible many times 
and he has even distributed them at the 
Vatican to thousands. “In any given mo-

ment of the day I take the Gospel from 
my pocket and I read something, a short 
passage. Jesus is there and he speaks to 
us in the Gospel!” Pope Francis said.

In 2012, the U.S. Catholic bishops 
wrote a document called “Preaching the 
Mystery of Faith,” which helps us under-
stand how the priest or deacon should 
be connected with the Word of God. 
“As one whose duty is to proclaim the 
Word of God, the homilist must neces-
sarily be a person with a deep love of 
the Scriptures and one whose spirituality 
is profoundly shaped by God’s Word. 
This entails being someone who habitu-
ally immerses himself in the language, 
stories, rhythms, speech patterns, and 
e thos of the Scriptures. The words of the 
Bible should be readily at hand and often 
on his lips; he should commit important 
passages of Scripture to memory and 
have a sure grasp of the narrative thrust 
of the entire Bible. His Bible should be 
near at hand, carrying it with him when 
he travels or perhaps staying linked to it 
by computer or other mobile technol-
ogy.” 

The deacon is a minister of God’s Word

DEACON GUADALUPE 
RODRIGUEZ is  associ-
ate director of Diaconal 
Formation for the Aus-
tin Diocese. He can be 
reached at (512) 949-
2410 or guadalupe-
rodriguez@austindiocese.org.

Sessions explore call to the diaconate
Information sessions exploring the vocational call, the qualities of a man suitable 

for formation, the church’s discernment process, the formation program, diaconal 
ministry, and implications on marriage will be offered in English and Spanish from 
2 to 5 p.m. on the following dates and locations: 

Nov. 15 at the Pastoral Center in Austin
Dec. 13 at St. John the Evangelist Parish in Marble Falls
Jan. 17 at St. Mary Parish in Brenham
Feb. 14 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Temple 
March 13 at St. John the Evangelist Parish in San Marcos
April 10 at the Pastoral Center in Austin
Please note: A pastor’s written consent is required to attend any session.
For more information about diaconate formation, call (512) 949-2459.

http://www.austindiocese.org/acp
mailto:rodriguez@austindiocese.org
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In honor of the 50th anniversary of St. Sharbel Makhlouf’s beatification, 

Our Lady’s Maronite Catholic Church welcomes  

The Relics of  St. Sharbel 
 

Procession, anointing/healing services,  

morning and evening prayers, Nov. 22 – 24.  

 10:00 am Mass with Bishop Vasquez, Nov. 23. 

 

Events listed at www.ourladysmaronite.org.  

1320 E. 51st Street, Austin, 78723    512-458-3693 

Special collection for the Holy Land totals
The Special Collection for the Holy Land was taken up on Good Friday. If your parish fi nds an error, please call (512) 949-2423.

Parish Totals Parish Totals Parish Totals Parish Totals

Austin Central Deanery
Austin, Cristo Rey $880.30
Austin, Holy Cross $680.00
Austin, Our Lady of Guadalupe $1,038.66
Austin, Sacred Heart $2,568.00
Austin, St. Austin $1,259.22
Austin, St. Ignatius $2,842.19
Austin, St. Julia $142.00
Austin, St. Mary Cathedral $1,866.00
Austin, San Jose $1,238.00
Austin, University Catholic Center $451.75
Austin Central Deanery Totals $12,966.12

Austin North Deanery
Austin, Holy Vietnamese Martyrs $2,500.00
Austin, St. Albert the Great $2,328.00
Austin, St. Louis $4,992.55
Austin, St. Theresa $4,088.00
Austin, St. Thomas More $6,645.35
Austin, St. Vincent de Paul $4,800.00
Cedar Park, St. Margaret Mary $2,776.65
Lago Vista, Our Lady of the Lake $653.00
Austin North Deanery Totals $28,783.55

Austin South Deanery
Austin, Our Lady of Sorrows (Dolores) $398.00
Austin, St. Andrew Kim $200.00
Austin, St. Catherine of Siena $3,056.72
Austin, St. John Neumann $2,981.64
Austin, St. Paul $1,874.00
Austin, St. Peter the Apostle $1,111.00
Lakeway, Emmaus $1,743.30
Austin South Deanery Totals $11,364.66

Bastrop/Lockhart Deanery
Bastrop, Ascension $2,194.95

Elgin, Sacred Heart $699.31
Lockhart, St. Mary of the Visitation $1,119.71
Luling, St. John $585.00
Rockne, Sacred Heart $635.00
Smithville, St. Paul $830.00
String Prairie, Assumption $277.00
Uhland, St.Michael $362.25
Bastrop/Lockhart Deanery Totals $6,703.22

Brenham/La Grange Deanery
Brenham, St. Mary $1,880.00
Chappell Hill, St. Stanislaus $370.00
Dime Box, St. Joseph $441.00
Ellinger/Hostyn Hill, St. Mary $560.00
Fayetteville, St. John $1,560.78
Giddings, St. Margaret $1,128.00
La Grange, Sacred Heart $1,148.00
Lexington, Holy Family $179.00
Old Washington on the Brazos, St. Mary $77.00
Pin Oak, St. Mary $85.00
Rockdale, St. Joseph $249.00
Somerville, St. Ann $494.00
Brenham/La Grange Deanery Totals $8,171.78

Bryan/College Station Deanery
Bremond, St. Mary $310.00
Bryan, St. Anthony $803.92
Bryan, St. Joseph $3,854.00
Bryan, Santa Teresa $1,616.00
Caldwell, St. Mary $602.00
College Station, St. Mary $6,266.29
College Station, St. Thomas Aquinas $1,891.38
Franklin, St. Francis of Assisi $253.00
Frenstat, Holy Rosary $408.00
Hearne, St. Mary $540.00

Bryan/College Station Deanery Totals $16,544.59
Georgetown/Round Rock Deanery

Andice, Santa Rosa $1,201.00
Corn Hill, Holy Trinity $1,073.01
Georgetown, St. Helen $2,715.17
Granger, Sts. Cyril and Methodius $816.00
Manor, St. Joseph $134.86
Pfl ugerville, St. Elizabeth $2,963.12
Round Rock, St. John Vianney $2,289.39
Round Rock, St. William $11,056.00
Taylor, Our Lady of Guadalupe $371.96
Taylor, St. Mary of the Assumption $910.00
Georgetown/Round Rock Totals $23,530.51

Killeen/Temple Deanery
Belton, Christ the King $1,938.00
Burlington, St. Michael $204.00
Cameron, St. Monica $155.00
Copperas Cove, Holy Family $3,189.00
Cyclone, St. Joseph $370.00
Harker Heights, St. Paul Chong Hasang $4,369.33
Killeen, St. Joseph $1,704.47
Marak, Sts. Cyril and Methodius $310.00
Rogers, St. Matthew $160.00
Rosebud, St. Ann $152.00
Salado, St. Stephen $435.00
Temple, Our Lady of Guadalupe $472.00
Temple, St. Luke $2,408.00
Temple, St. Mary $1,766.00
Westphalia, Visitation $574.00
Killeen/Temple Deanery Totals $18,206.80

Lampasas/Marble Falls Deanery
Bertram, Holy Cross 
Burnet, Our Mother of Sorrows $227.00
Goldthwaite, St. Peter $98.00
Horseshoe Bay, St. Paul the Apostle $1,492.00

Kingsland, St. Charles Borromeo $413.00
Lampasas, St. Mary $163.00
Marble Falls, St. John $305.16
Mason, St. Joseph $402.00
San Saba, St. Mary $248.75
Lampasas/Marble Falls Deanery Totals $3,348.91

San Marcos Deanery
Blanco, St. Ferdinand $599.21
Buda, Santa Cruz $2,023.02
Dripping Springs, St. Martin de Porres $2,127.62
Johnson City, Good Shepherd $263.00
Kyle, St. Anthony Marie de Claret $2,514.62
San Marcos, Our Lady of Wisdom $548.00
San Marcos, St. John $1,916.56
Wimberley, St. Mary $750.00
San Marcos Deanery Totals $10,742.03

Waco Deanery
Gatesville, Our Lady of Lourdes $520.78
Hamilton, St. Thomas $309.00
Lott, Sacred Heart $135.00
McGregor, St. Eugene $319.00
Marlin, St. Joseph $130.00
Mexia, St. Mary $589.57
Waco, Sacred Heart $638.43
Waco, St. Francis on the Brazos $677.00
Waco (Hewitt), St. Jerome $2,087.00
Waco, St. John the Baptist $249.53
Waco (Bellmead), St. Joseph $933.00
Waco, St. Louis $3,539.54
Waco, St. Mary of the Assumption $958.00
Waco, St. Peter Catholic Center $532.50
West, Church of the Assumption $1,125.00
Waco Deanery Totals $12,743.35

Grand Totals $153,105.52

CALL NOW: 1-877-590-7548
ymtvacations.com 

Mention promo code EC0942 

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 days from $2,224*

Make 2016 the year you go “North to Alaska!” Visit both Denali National Park and Glacier Bay 
National Park on the same trip. We are the largest independent tour operator in Alaska for a reason: 
we know the 49th state like it is our home. Mass will be celebrated some days on tour and off ered 
daily on board ship. Your Chaplain is Monsignor Steff en from Alton, IL. He is the Pastor of The 
Historical Saints Peter and Paul Proto-Cathedral. He also serves as a Chaplain for other communities 
and hospitals. This will be his 7th trip with YMT. Departs July 28, 2016

Get 
$150 p/p

in 
Fun Money*

* Prices are per person, double occupancy. Plus $299 taxes & government fees. Based on base cabin category. Cabin upgrades are available, as is add-on airfare. Receive $150 p/p 
in Vacation Fun money if booked by 12/31/15, Fun Money will be distributed by Visa gift card and mailed out after fi nal payment is received. Seasonal surcharges and single 
supplements may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Join Monsignor Steff en & other Catholics!

Create 
Your
Legacy
With Us

www.catholicfdn.org
For more information about how to include the Catholic church in your will or estate plan, 

contact Scott Whitaker at (512) 949-2441 or scott-whitaker@austindiocese.org

WHEN: Sunday, November 22, 2015 leaving @ 10:00am 
STARTS: Wooldridge Square Park (9th and Guadalupe) 
WHO: Anyone who believes in Religious Freedom 
ROUTE: Park - south to 7th – west to Congress – north to Capitol 
ENDS: Rally at Capitol starting @ 11:00am 
WHAT: Bring your group/organization banner 
INFO: www.kofcaustin.org  

March / Rally
Religious FreedomFO

R
 

http://ourladysmaronite.org/
http://ymtvacations.com/
http://www.catholicfdn.org/
mailto:scott-whitaker@austindiocese.org
http://www.kofcaustin.org/
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BY MARY LOU GIBSON
 COLUMNIST

All of us have been affected either 
directly or indirectly by events that hap-
pened years before –– natural disasters, 
wars, plagues, migrations or religious 
disunity and upheaval. So it was that the 
Schism of 1054, also called the East-West 
Schism, played a pivotal role in the life 
of a young 17th century Lithuanian boy 
named John Kunsevich. In this Schism, 
the pope of Rome and the primate of 
Byzantium excommunicated each other 
thus creating the Great Schism that di-
vided the Catholics of the East and West. 

When John was born in 1584 in 
Vladimir, Volhynia, a city of ancient 
Poland, his family was Christian of the 
Greco-Slavic rite that was in use then 
among the Russians. A few years later, 
the Orthodox metropolitan of Kiev 
sought communion with Rome, which 
resulted in the Union of Brest-Litovsk 
in 1595. Paul Burns explains in “Butler’s 
Lives of the Saints” that this caused 
millions of Ruthenians (Ukrainian and 
Byelorussian) Byzantine Christians to 
become members of the Roman Catholic 
Church with permission to retain their 
own liturgy. Burns notes that this action 
produced a long and bitter controversy 
that left John with a deep concern for 
church unity. 

John became an apprentice to a mer-

chant at Vilna who offered him a part-
nership in the business and marriage to 
his daughter. John Delaney writes in the 
“Dictionary of Saints” that John refused 
both offers and instead made the deci-
sion to enter the Holy Trinity Monastery 
at Vilna to become a monk. He took the 
name of Josaphat in religious life and 
persuaded his friend, Venyamin Rutsky, 
to join him at the monastery. Accord-
ing to Burns, the two looked for ways 
to bring about a reconciliation between 
Orthodoxy and Western Catholicism.

Josaphat was ordained a priest of 
the Byzantine rite in 1609. He gained 
a reputation as a preacher and leading 
advocate for union of the Ukrainian 
Church with Rome. Josaphat faithfully 
followed the rituals of the Byzantine 
rite, the sacred traditions that were used 
to celebrate the sacraments. These rites 
were deeply infl uenced by the culture in 
which they developed. Throughout his 
priestly career, Josaphat remained loyal to 
the pope. 

In time, his friend Rutsky was 
appointed abbot of Holy Trinity. He 
sent Josaphat to organize new houses 
in Poland. When he returned to Vilna 
in 1614, he became abbot and then in 
1617 was named bishop and archbish-
op of Polotsk. Michael Walsh, editor 
of “Butler’s Lives of the Saints,” writes 
that more religious people in Polotsk 
were inclined to schism because they 
feared that Rome would interfere with 

their worship and customs. Josaphat 
stood fi rm as a proponent of union 
with Rome while at the same time 
maintaining the rites of the Byzantine 
clergy with their local customs. These 
actions cost him much support as he 
was misrepresented by both sides.

Josaphat worked tirelessly for the 
next seven years in Polotsk to rectify 
some of the deplorable conditions that 
existed in the diocese and to foster 
unity with Rome. Delaney writes 
that Josaphat found married clergy in 
Polotsk, lax discipline and churches 
in disrepair. He gathered some of the 
brothers from Vilna to help him and 
in 1620, he called a synod. Josaphat 
issued rules of conduct for the clergy 
and set a personal example of instruct-
ing, preaching and administering of 
the sacraments, along with visiting the 
poor, sick and prisoners. 

As his reforms began to take effect, 
opposition to the Union of Brest-
Litovsk grew. Burns writes that the 
Latin-rite Poles regarded the Ruthe-
nians as barbarians, and the Orthodox, 
who claimed that Roman Catholicism 
was not the proper Christianity for the 
people of the region. A rival arch-
bishop, Meletius Smotritsky, was ap-
pointed and began to undo Josaphat’s 
work. He spread a report that Josaphat 
had turned Latin and that all his fl ock 
would have to do the same.

The situation got even more com-

plicated, Burns writes, because although 
Josaphat had the support of the people 
of Polotsk, he was not backed by the 
other Polish bishops, who resented his 
insistence on maintaining Byzantine 
rites and customs.

Josaphat decided to go in person 
to the city of Vitebsk where anti-Rome 
feeling was very strong. He hoped to 
preach and attempt to make peace. 
Instead, Burns writes, Josaphat fell 
into a trap set by the rival archbishop. 
He found his followers being attacked 
and appealed to the crowd to leave his 
servants alone. They turned on him 
then, beat and shot him. His body was 
thrown into the Dvina River, but was 
recovered several days later.

Josaphat was canonized by Pope Pius 
IX in 1867, the fi rst Eastern saint to be 
formally canonized. David Farmer writes 
in the “Oxford Dictionary of Saints” that 
Josaphat could be considered a patron of 
ecumenical endeavor today. His feast was 
extended to the entire Western Church 
by Pope Leo XIII in 1892. He is the pa-
tron of Ukraine and his feast is observed 
on Nov. 12.

BY BRITT ECHTENKAMP, MA , LPC
GUEST COLUMNIST

On Dec. 17, 2013, my uncle, Joseph 
Holan, was hit by a car while he was 
biking to work. He died instantly. He 
was young. He had four children and 
a loving wife. He was the only other 
Aggie in our family, besides me. He was 
the eternal jokester, doing anything for 
a laugh. 

The last time I saw him was on 
Thanksgiving of that year, but I was too 
busy being stressed about serving food 
to spend time talking with him. 

And then he was gone. 
I spent several weeks wandering 

through my daily routine, not really 
noticing what was happening around 
me. Everything either seemed muted 
or too loud. I didn’t know what to 
feel or how long I should feel it. I felt 
everything at once, and then nothing 
at all. It was a confusing time, and I 
assumed that just as my relationship 
with my Uncle Joe ended, so would 
the grief. 

Someone once told me that grief 
is like taking a long walk along the 
seashore. At fi rst, we feel each wave 
hit our feet and ankles. We watch as 
each wave hits us, consumed with the 

shocking chill and ensuing shivers they 
induce. But if we walk long enough, 
soon all of these sensations begin to 
blend into the background. Our mind 
wanders, we think of other things. 
Pretty soon we barely notice the waves. 
In fact, we soon forget they are there 
and their absence becomes our new 
normal. 

Then a huge wave crashes –– 
seemingly out of nowhere –– and 
sprays not only our feet, but legs 
and arms, too. It is cold and biting 
and suddenly all of our attention is 
focused on the water. We reel from 
this jolt to our senses. We may yearn 
to walk away from the shore to avoid 
another episode, then realize the 
waves are a part of us now. They 
will dull with time, but there will be 
other waves, though maybe fewer and 
further between. 

A signifi cant loss stays with us, 
changes us, and leaves us perpetually 
walking along the shore. The waves of 
our grief become further and further 
apart, but they don’t end. Our relation-
ship with them changes. 

The secular world tells us that death 
is end of our relationship to our loved 
ones. We may hear that our grief will 
end and/or “You’ll get over this.” 
Then when we shout after being hit by 

a wave months or years after the loss, 
someone may assert “You should be 
over this by now.”

But how can we be “over” some-
thing that didn’t end?

Our faith tells us that death doesn’t 
end our relationship with those who 
have died, it only changes it. “So it is 
that the union of the wayfarers with 
the brethren who sleep in the peace of 
Christ is in no way interrupted, but on 
the contrary, according to the con-
stant faith of the Church, this union is 
reinforced by an exchange of spiritual 
goods,” says the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (955).

Just because our loved ones are not 
physically with us, does not mean our 
relationship has decreased in any way. 
Our relationship “is in no way inter-
rupted” by death, and is in fact “rein-
forced” by our spiritual relationship. 

Perhaps this reality does not lessen 
our grief, but serves to change our per-
ception of it. The physical loss is still 
very real, as we mourn what used to be 
and mourn the loss of future physical 
interactions. This is an expected part of 
the grieving process, as we are both a 
body and a soul. 

But as a people of faith, let us add 
something to that process by allowing 
ourselves to continue our relationship 

with those souls who have gone before 
us. The world may say they are gone 
from our lives forever, but we know 
the truth: our relationship is not over, it 
is just different. What hope that brings 
to a grieving heart!

As we celebrate All Souls Day, we 
may fi nd ourselves grieving the loss of 
our beloved’s physical presence. Let 
that not be the end of it –– may we 
also honor their spiritual existence by 
praying for them, asking them to pray 
for us, or lighting a candle for them. 
Additionally, maybe we’ll set a place 
in honor of them at the table during 
Thanksgiving or take turns sharing 
our favorite memories of their time on 
Earth. 

However we decide to celebrate our 
continued relationship with the “breth-
ren who sleep in the peace of Christ,” 
may we do so with the confi dence 
that death is not the end; it is only the 
beginning.

Love beyond this world as we celebrate All Souls Day

MARY LOU GIBSON is a 
member of St. Austin 
Parish in Austin. She 
welcomes ideas for fu-
ture columns. Contact 
her at mgibson17@
austin.rr.com.

St. Josaphat fought valiantly for Christian unity in 1600s

BRITT ECHTENKAMP, MA, LPC, is a 
member of St. Albert the Great Parish 
in Austin. She is a Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor with the Intuitus 
Group in Cedar Park, specializing in 
counseling for miscarriage/infancy 
loss, pornography addiction, OCD 
and play therapy for children.

http://austin.rr.com/
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BY NORMAN FARMER
COLUMNIST

The feasts of All Saints (Nov. 1) and 
St. Catherine of Alexandria (Nov. 25) are 
good reasons to refl ect upon an extraor-
dinary painting by Peter Paul Rubens, 
the greatest painter of the Catholic 
Counter-reformation, that brings both 
subjects together in a single massive 18 
foot by 13 foot altarpiece. In the fore-
ground of this altarpiece, which was in-
tended for, though never installed upon, 
the high altar of St. Andrew Church in 
Antwerp, Belgium, St. Augustine looks 
straight out through the picture-plane 
to all viewers, commanding each to ap-
proach a magnifi cent golden altar where 
the Holy Family appears at the summit.  

No altar is merely “ordinary,” since 
each is a special and sanctifi ed place 
in the world of created things where 
God literally comes among us. Yet, the 
altar to which St. Augustine guides us 
is quite special because it is dedicated 
to the bond of matrimony typifi ed by 
the Holy Family and exemplifi ed by 
the Mystical Marriage of St. Catherine 
to Christ: a spiritual marriage, that 
is utterly of the spirit, a “transform-
ing union” (as St. John of the Cross 
explains) found at “the pinnacle of 
human maturity which occurs when 
a person is divested of all that is not 
divine, of all that is creature-centered.” 
The subject is discussed at length 
by Father Thomas Dubay in “Fire 
Within,” published by Ignatius Press. 

This is the true subject of Rubens’ 
altarpiece. And his thoughts as he 
envisioned, designed and then painted 
such a thing cannot have been differ-
ent from those that moved St. John 
Damascus to write this passage in his 
“Apologia Against Those Who Decry 
Holy Images:” “How depict the invis-
ible? How picture the inconceivable? 

How give expression to the limitless, 
the immeasurable, the invisible? How 
give a form to immensity? How paint 
immortality? How localise a mystery? 
It is clear that when you contemplate 
God, who is a pure spirit, becoming man 
for your sake, you will be able to clothe 
Him with the human form. When the 
invisible becomes visible to fl esh, you 
may then draw a likeness of His form 
...  and contemplate it.” This passage, in 
fact, characterizes the threshold we cross 
upon entering Rubens’ painting.

The trinitarian armature or basic 
design of the painting is unmistakable. 
Saints George (with the dragon), Se-
bastian (with a quiver of arrows), Au-
gustine (in his bishop’s robes and mi-
ter, pointing the way with his crozier), 
Lawrence (with grill of his martyrdom), 
and Nicholas of Tolentino (in reverent 
prayer) comprise the foundation. A 
group of women saints populates the 
left side, beginning (it is believed) with 
Apollonia of Alexandria –– a virgin 
martyr, Agnes of Rome –– patron saint 
of betrothed couples, Mary Magdalen 
–– who was faithful from the begin-
ning, and Clare of Montefalco –– nun 
and abbess whose continual devotion 
was to the sufferings of Christ. Their 
upward glances direct our own eyes to 
the mystical marriage where, accepting 
a golden ring, St. Catherine becomes 
the bride of Christ. 

Saints Peter, Paul and John the Bap-
tist, the sole fi gure on the right, contem-
plate the mystical betrothal in charac-
teristic ways: Peter, by looking long and 
hard at the moment itself; Paul, by gazing 
beyond at John, who is accompanied by 
two angels leading a lamb and whose ges-
tures reiterate his original testimony to the 
God-in-man identity of Jesus: “Behold, 
the lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world” (Jn 1:29). 

Rubens leaves a small dark triangle 
of emptiness between Sts. Sebastian 

and Augustine at the foot of the altar, 
intending beyond a doubt to ensure that 
the Real Presence would stand out vis-
ibly at the elevation. Such emphasis on 
the physical presence of the Eucharist 
is consistent with St. Augustine’s words 
in a famous homily on “The Nature of 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist:” “What 
you see on God’s altar ... you’ve heard 
nothing about just what it might be, or 
what it might mean, or what great thing 
it might be said to symbolize. For what 
you see is simply bread and a cup –– this 
is the information your eyes report ... My 

friends, these realities are called sacra-
ments because in them one thing is seen, 
while another is grasped.” 

This is precisely what is visibly af-
fi rmed by this amazing masterpiece of 
sacred art. 

Saints witness mystical marriage in Belgium altarpiece

“VIRGIN AND CHRIST ADORED BY SAINTS” was created by Peter 
Paul Rubens for St. Andrew Church in Antwerp, Belgium. (Photo from 
Moses Kimball Fund at the Museum of Fine Arts Boston)

NORMAN FARMER, PH.D, is Professor 
Emeritus of English and Humanities 
at the University of Texas. He writes 
about the relation of sacred art to 
Catholic prayer life. Norman and his 
wife, Cora Jane, are parishioners of 
St. Austin Parish in Austin.

http://www.proximotravel.com/
mailto:anthony@proximotravel.com
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For Your 
Information

Retreats.........................

Please send entries for this section to catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org.

The Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women has completed a burse for the 
Clerical Endowment Fund (CEF) in 
memory of Father Eugen Shepard.

The totals for the burse as of Sept. 
30, 2015, are listed below by council.
Austin Council $1,246.00
Brazos Valley Council $747.00
Central Council $142.00
Eastern Council $664.00
Northern Council $3,330.00
Southern Council $515.00
Temple Council $395.00
Previous Balance $3,122.30
Total $10,161.30

The Clerical Endowment Fund 
provides low-cost loans to parishes. 
Interest from the loans is used to 
educate diocesan seminarians. For 
information, contact Judy Edwards at 
(979) 846-0617.

Burse

Men’s discernment dinners are 
for single Catholic men (high school-
adult) with an openness to discern-
ing a priestly vocation. The evenings 
include dinner and evening prayer 
with discussions about the priest-
hood, seminary and discernment. 
Dinners are on separate Wednesdays 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The high-school 
men’s group meets on fi rst Wednes-
days of the month in the Religious 
Education Building of St. William 
Parish in Round Rock. The group 
for men 18 and older meets on sec-
ond Wednesdays of the month at 
the St. Charles Borromeo House of 
Discernment, 905B Duncan Ln. in 
Austin. For more information, visit 
www.austinvocations.com.

Counseling Services, a program 
of Catholic Charities of Central Texas, 
is offering a free support group for 
individuals who have suffered the loss 
of a child due to miscarriage, stillbirth, 
or early infant loss. The group is open 
to both women and men and is held 
on Thursdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. For 
more information or to register, contact 
Counseling Services at (512) 651-6150.

Catholic Scripture Study of Austin 
meets on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Louis Parish in Austin. The weekly two-
hour Bible study consists of prayer, small 
group discussions and guest lecturers 
and follows the Austin ISD calendar for 
holidays. This fall the study focuses on 
“Angels Throughout the Ages.” Register 
online at www.cssaustin.org or call Patty 
Hogan at (512) 267-4789.

Catholic Scripture Study of Ce-
dar Park meets on Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Margaret Mary Parish in Cedar Park. 
The weekly Bible study consists of 
prayer, small group discussions and 
guest lecturers and follows the Lean-
der ISD calendar for holidays. This 
fall the study is focused on “Angels 

“Merciful Like the Father,” a 
weekend retreat, will be held Nov. 6-8 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in 
Belton. Deacons will lead this weekend 
which will follow the course of salvation 
history, from Eden to the presentation 
with Our Lady, St. John Paul II and St. 
Faustina. The cost is $195 for a private 
room, $160 per person for a shared 
room and $85 for commuters. For 
more information or to register, contact 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org or call 
(254) 780-2436.

Married couples are invited to 
deepen their communication, rekindle 
romance and renew the sacrament by 
attending the next Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter weekend Nov. 13-15 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center 
in Belton. For more information, visit 
www.austinme.org or contact Steve and 
Linda Jaramillo at (512) 667-9963 or 
wwmeaustin@gmail.com.

Prayer and Personality Types will 
be presented Nov. 17 from 9:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Eagle’s Wings Retreat Cen-
ter in Burnet. Discussion will include an 
understanding of the four basic person-
ality types and the varying prayer styles 
that accompany each one. The cost is 
$35 per person and a light breakfast and 
lunch are included. Pre-registration is re-
quired. To register, visit www.ewrc.org. 

Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Cen-

Throughout the Ages.” For more 
information, contact Bob Gorski at 
(512) 636-2927 or bobgorski7@gmail.
com.

The “Celebration of Families 
Fully Alive” Day of Refl ection will 
be held Nov. 14 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Santa Cruz Parish in Buda.  It will 
feature a keynote address by Schoen-
statt Father Jesús Ferras, presenta-
tions by individuals from the Diocese 
of Austin who attended the World 
Meeting of Families, live music, a 
family Mass, activities for children, 
publisher and vendor booths, and 
lunch. Presentations will be offered 
in English and in Spanish. Details and 
registration information are available 
at www.austindiocese.org/offices-
ministries/offices/evangelization-
and-catechesis/mary-mother-teacher-
and-evangelizer-retreat or call (512) 
949-2492.

The diaconal formation class 
of 2022 will begin forming in January 
2017. An inquiry sessions is scheduled 
Nov. 15 at Pastoral Center (in Spanish 
and English) from 2 to 5 p.m. Men who 
have their pastor’s permission are invited 
to explore diaconal formation. For more 
information, call (512) 949-2459; e-mail 
diaconateformation@austindiocese.
org; or visit www.austindiocese.org/
offices-ministries/offices/diaconal-
ministry-offi ce. 

The Unity Rosary brings people 
from around the diocese to celebrate our 
cultural diversity through Mary and the 
rosary. It will be held Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. 
at Holy Vietnamese Parish in Austin. A 
reception will follow the service. Please 
feel free to join us and bring a dessert 
to share from a country of your choice. 
All are welcome! If you speak a language 
other than English and would like to 
participate, please contact the Offi ce 
of Hispanic Ministry at (512) 949-2426.

The Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal of Austin will host a healing Mass 
Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. at Holy Cross Parish in 
Austin. Everyone is invited to come and 
experience the healing power of Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ccraustin.org.

Diocesan offices will be closed 
Nov. 26 and 27 for Thanksgiving.

All are welcome to gather on 
Dec. 5 at 8 a.m. at St. Anthony Marie 
de Claret Parish in Kyle to honor and 
sing to Our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
procession will go through the streets 
to Kyle and end at the parish where 
Auxiliary Bishop Daniel Garcia will 
celebrate Mass. After the Mass there 
will be food and festivities. For more 
information, contact Edgar Ramirez 
at edgar-ramirez@austindiocese.org or 
(512) 949-2468.

Diocesan offices will be closed 
Dec. 8 for the Solemnity of the Immacu-
late Conception, a holy day of obligation.

ter will host the annual Advent Dinner 
Dec. 3 with wine and cheese served 
at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner and 
a presentation. The guest speaker is 
Bishop Daniel Garcia. Cost is $25. For 
more information or to register, con-
tact Cedarbrake at (254) 780-2436 or 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org.

A Silent Advent Retreat will be 
held Dec. 4-6 at Cedarbrake Catholic 
Retreat Center in Belton. Take time away 
from the hustle and bustle of the Christ-
mas season to prepare for the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The retreat be-
gins Friday evening and concludes with 
Mass on Sunday. Spiritual direction is 
available. Cost is $165 (private room). 
For more information or to register, 
contact Cedarbrake at (254) 780-2436 or 
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org.

When Two Seasons Collide: Grief 
and the Holidays will be presented 
Dec. 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Eagle’s Wings Retreat Center in Burnet. 
This day of reflection will focus on 
grief and how it affects the whole per-
son: physically, spiritually, emotionally, 
socially and with family dynamics. Par-
ticipants will learn how the holidays can 
trigger grief and how they can help with 
healing.  The cost is $35 per person and 
a light breakfast and lunch are included. 
Pre-registration is required. To register, 
visit www.ewrc.org. 

The Women’s Society of St. Luke 
Parish in Temple will sponsor their 
2015 Arts and Crafts Show Nov. 7 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Luke Parish. There 
will be a bake sale, hand-made quilts, 
needlework, woodwork, jewelry, Christ-
mas ornaments, candles and much more. 
Vendors who would like to participate 
may call Alice Messier at (254) 760-1104.

The annual Arts & Crafts Show 
will be held Nov. 7 and 8 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at St. Margaret Mary Parish, in the 
Benish Center, in Cedar Park. There will 
be surprises and delights for everyone’s 
Christmas shopping list. Vendors will 
feature unique crafts, home décor and 
lots of other goodies. Admission is free 
and concessions will be available. 

The 33nd annual Art & Craft 
Show sponsored by St. William-Catholic 
Daughters will be held Nov. 7 from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. William Par-
ish in Round Rock. There will be ap-
proximately 30 vendors of homemade/
handmade items. Entrance is free and 
non-perishable food products will be 
collected for the St Vincent de Paul food 
pantry at St. William. 

The Women of Wisdom at Our 
Lady of Wisdom University Parish in 
San Marcos will host the annual Church 
Bazaar Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
There will be a variety of arts and crafts, 
crocheted items, jewelry, homemade 
goods and Christmas gift items. 

St. John the Evangelist Parish in 
San Marcos will host its third annual 
Arts and Crafts Bazaar Nov. 21 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Everyone is invited 

to visit local artists and crafters in the 
holiday market and bid on items in the 
silent auction. 

St. Thomas More Parish in Austin 
will host a Christmas Bazaar and silent 
auction Nov. 21 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and Nov. 22 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
the parish grounds. The event will in-
clude unique, handcrafted and popular 
gifts for most any occasion as well as a 
silent auction. Visit http://stmxmasba-
zaar.wix.com/christmasbazaar for the 
latest information and announcements.

Dolores Parish in Austin will host 
its annual Christmas Arts and Crafts Ba-
zaar Dec. 5-6 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall. More than 60 vendors will be 
selling home-made decorations, wreaths, 
blankets, shawls, jewelry, baked goods and 
more. Santa Claus will visit on Sunday at 1 
p.m., so everyone is invited to bring their 
cameras for a photo with Santa.

St. Mary’s Catholic Center in Col-
lege Station will host the 18th annual 
Work of Human Hands Sale Dec. 5 and 6 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. each day. High-qual-
ity, fair trade crafts and food produced 
by small-scale artisans and growers from 
around the world will be featured. When 
purchasing items at the Work of Human 
Hands Sale, buyers add meaning to their 
Christmas shopping providing for a better 
future to the producers and their families. 

The Men’s Ministry at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish in Austin will host 
the 10th annual Guadalupe Christmas 
Fest Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There 
will be arts and crafts vendors, food and 
music for the family.

Arts and Crafts.............
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Offi cial schedules
The offi cial schedules for Bishop Joe Vásquez and Bishop Daniel García are listed below. Dates and times are subject to change.

Auxiliary 
Bishop 
Daniel E. 
Garcia

Bishop 
Joe S. 
Vásquez

Parish and community events.................................
Everyone is invited to join Long-

horn Catholic alumni and students for 
free food and beverages in the University 
Catholic Center’s parking lot before the 
Longhorns take on the Kansas Jayhawks 
on Nov. 7. Follow the University Catholic 
Center on Facebook and Twitter for more 
updates. For more information, contact 
Elizabeth Bertrand at (512) 476-7351 or 
elizabethb@utcatholic.org.

St. Joseph Catholic School in 
Killeen will celebrate 60 years of con-
tinuous education with a banquet Nov. 
7 at 7 p.m. in the St. Joseph Parish 
Activity Center. Tickets are $20 per 
person or $35 per couple. The evening 
is sponsored by the Alumni Association 
of St. Joseph Catholic School. All alumni 
are invited to the banquet and asked to 
register by contacting Bernie and Kathy 
Swertner at bernie7@earthlink.net or 
(254) 526-7266.

Eric Genuis will give a Benefi t 
Concert on Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. at St. 
Edward’s University Ragsdale Center 
in Austin. The concert will benefit 
the Marian Shrine of Our Lady of 
Schoenstatt. Tickets are available at 
http://ericg2015.eventbrite.com. For 
information, contact info@schoen-
statt.us or (512) 330-0602.

Christ the King Catholic Youth 
Ministry of Belton will host a 5K/3K 
Turkey Trot Nov. 8 at noon. Registra-
tion begins at 11 a.m. The cost is $25 
for adults, $15 for students. Turkey 
legs, turkey burgers and drinks will be 
sold before and after the race. For more 
information, contact Abby Riley at (254) 
939-0806. 

The Knights of St. Peter Claver 
Ladies Auxiliary and Junior Daugh-
ters of Holy Cross Parish - Court 
284 are hosting their annual Mother-
Daughter Tea Nov. 8 from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
the diocesan Pastoral Center in Austin. 
Mothers and daughters are invited to 
wear their Sunday best attire and come 
out and enjoy an afternoon fi lled with 

inspirational messages on “The Pearls of 
Wisdom,” entertainment, delicious treats 
and refreshing tea. Tickets are $25 at the 
door. For tickets, call (512) 472-0714.

Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish 
in Granger will host a parish mis-
sion Nov. 8-11. Father Barry Cuba, 
associate pastor of San José Parish in 
Austin, will present “Faith, Hope and 
Love: Theological Virtues and Every-
day Life.” Mass at 6 p.m. on Nov. 7 
and at 10 a.m. on Nov. 8 will include 
an introduction to the mission. Then 
on Nov. 9-11, there will be confes-
sions and rosary from 6:15 to 6:45 
p.m. followed by Father Cuba’s talk at 
7 p.m. A light meal will be served at 
5:30 p.m. each evening in the Divine 
Providence Center.

St. William Parish in Round Rock 
will present Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 
and Gloria Nov. 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
church. Dr. Gerardo Ramos will direct 
the concert. Tickets are $20 each and 
are available after Masses and online at 
www.saintwilliams.org.

St. John Neumann Parish in Aus-
tin will host a Veterans’ Day Mass and 
reception Nov. 11 at 7 p.m. to honor 
veterans, active military personnel and 
their families. Military personnel are 
encouraged to dress in their uniforms. 
All military personnel are encouraged to 
attend this Mass and reception in their 
honor. To be part of the honor guard of 
veterans e-mail Paul Juárez at pjuarez@
sjnaustin.org.

Couples Time Out will be held 
Nov. 14 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Marian Shrine of Our Lady of Schoen-
statt in Austin. Married couples are in-
vited to this time of refl ection and prayer 
led by one of the Schoenstatt priests. 
Babysitting is provided. Contact David 
and Pita Sanchez for more information 
and babysitting at davepita@gmail.com 
or (512) 330-0602.

The Schoenstatt Movement in-
vites all young adults to adoration on 

the third Tuesday of each month from 
7 to 8 p.m. at the Marian Shrine of Our 
Lady of Schoenstatt in Austin. A social 
hour will follow adoration. For more 
information or questions contact info@
schoenstatt.us or (512) 330-0602. 

All women are invited to Mary’s 
Encounter, a quarterly women’s morn-
ing of refl ection and prayer, ending with 
Mass at the Marian Shrine of Our Lady 
of Schoenstatt. The next encounter will 
be Nov. 21 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. The 
topic will be Advent with Mary. Regis-
tration is required by contacting info@
schoenstatt.us or (512) 330-0602.

 St. Mary’s Catholic School in 
Temple will host “A Night in Vegas” 
Nov. 21 beginning at 6 p.m. in the 
Cultural Activities Center. Tickets are 
$50 each and the evening will include 
live and silent auction, food and mu-
sic. For more information, visit www.
stmarys-temple.org.

A March and Rally for Religious 
Freedom will be held Nov. 22 begin-
ning at 10 a.m. at Wooldridge Square 
Park (9th and Guadalupe) in Austin. The 
Austin Knights of Columbus will lead 
the march to the Capitol, where the rally 
will begin at 11 a.m. For information, 
visit www.kofcaustin.org.

Our Lady’s Maronite Catholic 
Church in Austin will welcome the 
relics of St. Sharbel in honor of the 50th 
anniversary of St. Sharbel Makhlouf’s 
Beatifi cation Nov. 22-24. On Nov. 22 
at 5 p.m. evening prayer and a welcome 
session will be offered. On Nov. 23 at 
9:30 a.m. morning prayer and Liturgy 
with Bishop Joe Vásquez will be offered, 
then at 6:30 p.m. evening prayer and a 
healing service will be held. On Nov. 
24 morning prayer will begin at 11:30 
a.m. followed by a healing service, then 
at 6:30 p.m. evening prayer and the Lit-
urgy with an anointing will be held. For 
more information, call (512) 458-3693 
or www.ourladysmaronite.org.

The third annual Mother Daugh-

ter Tea will be held Nov. 28 from 3 to 7 
p.m. at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish 
in Austin. Women are invited to come 
together for fellowship, laughter and an 
evening of making memories. The cost is 
$25 for a mother and daughter ticket, $10 
for each additional child, or $15 per indi-
vidual ticket. The event will include a light 
meal, desserts, silent auction, photo booth 
and more. For information or tickets, 
contact Micaela Piedra at (512) 221-3516 
or Pat Messer at (512) 484-3899.

St. Elizabeth Parish in Pfl ugerville 
will host its annual “Breakfast with Santa” 
Dec. 5 in the parish hall. Breakfast will be 
served from 8 to 11:30 a.m. Meal tickets 
can be purchased at the door. Everyone 
is invited to this morning of fellowship, 
food, fun and/or shopping. Activities will 
include children games, handmade crafts 
and baked goods for the holidays as well 
as pictures with Santa.

Eagle’s Wings Retreat Center will 
host its second annual 5K Fun Run/
Walk Dec. 5 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
Olympic silver medalist Leo Manzano 
will speak to and run with the partici-
pants. There will be prizes awarded 
throughout the event. To register, visit 
www.ewrc.org.

All alumnae of St. Mary’s Acad-
emy, all-girls Catholic High School 
of Austin, are invited to attend the 
All Years Reunion Luncheon to be 
held Dec. 5 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Foothills II 
Banquet Room, 208 Barton Springs 
Rd. in Austin. For additional informa-
tion and to register, contact Nancy 
Stevens Hrin at TNEJS@aol.com or 
(512) 837-3658.

Holy Cross Parish in Austin will 
present its 2015 Advent Revival Dec. 
6-8. The theme is centered on extending 
the mercy of God to others. Presenta-
tions will be Dec. 6 at 6 p.m., Dec. 7 at 
6:30 p.m. and Dec. 8 at 6 p.m. For more 
information, contact Holy Cros s Parish 
at (512) 472-3741.

Nov. 4:  Roof Top Tour of Seton Dell/UT 
Teaching Hospital, 9:30 a.m.

Nov. 5: Secretariat Directors, 9 a.m.
Confi rmation, Santa Barbara Parish, 
Hornsby Bend, 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 6: Monthly Budget Meeting, Pasto-
ral Center, 9 a.m.

Confi rmation, St. Mary Parish, College 
Station, 5:30 p.m.

Nov. 8: Confi rmation, St. Martin de Por-
res Parish, Dripping Springs, 11 a.m.

Nov. 9: Secretariat Directors Retreat, 
8:30 a.m.

Nov. 10: Finance Council, Pastoral 
Center, 11 a.m.

Nov. 11: Catholic Foundation Annual 
Meeting, 12 p.m.

Confi rmation, St. Joseph Parish, Bryan, 
6 p.m.

Nov. 12: Meeting with Paulist Leader-
ship, Pastoral Center, 10 a.m.

Confi rmation, Mountain View Prison, 
Gatesville, 6:15 p.m.

Nov. 14-15: V Encuentro Regional Team 
Meeting, MACC, San Antonio

Nov. 16-19: USCCB General Assembly, 
Baltimore

Nov. 21: Confi rmation, St. Theresa Par-
ish, Austin, 10 a.m.

75th Anniversary Mass, St. William Par-
ish, Round Rock, 5 p.m.

Nov. 23: Mass, Our Lady’s Maronite 
Parish, Austin, 10 a.m.

Nov. 24: Presbyteral Council, Chancery, 
10 a.m.

Dec. 1: Advent Day of Prayer for Priests, 
Cedarbrake, 9 a.m.

Dec. 2: ACP Luncheon, Hyatt at Town 
Lake, Austin, 11:30 a.m.

Dec. 3: Advent Day of Prayer for Staff, 
TBD

Dec. 4: Catholic Charities Meeting, Pas-
toral Center, 8:30 a.m.

Meeting with Providence Healthcare 
Leadership, Pastoral Center, 1 p.m.

Dec. 5: Adult Confi rmation, Santa Cruz 
Parish, Buda, 10:30 a.m.

Nov. 5: Secretariat Directors, 9 a.m.
Nov. 6: NAPM Austin Chapter of Music 
Directors, St. Theresa Parish, Austin, 
7 p.m.

Nov. 7: Confi rmation, Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish, Gatesville, 10 a.m.

Confi rmation, St. Thomas, Hamilton, 2 
p.m.

Nov. 8: Confi rmation, St. John the Bap-
tist and St. Mary, Fayetteville, 10 a.m.

Secretariat Directors Retreat, 6 p.m.
Nov. 9: Secretariat Directors Retreat, 
8:30 a.m.

Nov. 10: Finance Council, Pastoral 
Center, 11 a.m.

Nov. 11: Catholic Foundation Annual 
Meeting, 12 p.m.

Nov. 14: Rededication Mass, St. Stan-
islaus Parish, Chappell Hill, 4 p.m.

Nov. 16-19: USCCB General Assembly, 
Baltimore

Nov. 21: Confi rmation, St. Anthony Ma-
rie de Claret Parish, Kyle, 11 a.m.

75th Anniversary Mass, St. William Par-
ish, Round Rock, 5 p.m.

Nov. 22: Mass for Ministry of the Aco-
lyte, St. Mary’s Seminary, Houston, 
9:30 a.m.

Confi rmation, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, 
Austin, 5 p.m.

Nov. 24: Presbyteral Council, Chancery, 
10 a.m.

Dec. 1: Advent Day of Prayer for Priests, 
Cedarbrake, 9 a.m.

Advent Dinner, Cedarbrake, 7 p.m.
Dec. 2: ACP Luncheon, Hyatt at Town 
Lake, Austin, 11:30 a.m.

Confi rmation, St. Austin Parish, Austin, 
7 p.m.

Dec. 3: Advent Day of Prayer for Staff, 
9 a.m.

Dec. 5: Diocesan Celebration for Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, St. Anthony Marie 
de Claret Parish, Kyle, 9:30 a.m.

mailto:elizabethb@utcatholic.org
mailto:bernie7@earthlink.net
http://ericg2015.eventbrite.com/
http://statt.us/
http://www.saintwilliams.org/
http://sjnaustin.org/
mailto:davepita@gmail.com
http://schoenstatt.us/
http://schoenstatt.us/
http://stmarys-temple.org/
http://www.kofcaustin.org/
http://www.ourladysmaronite.org/
http://www.ewrc.org/
mailto:TNEJS@aol.com
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EL OBISPO JOSÉ S. 
VÁSQUEZ es el quinto 
obispo de la Diócesis 
de Austin. Es pastor 

para casi 500,000 
Católicos en 25 
condados en el 

Centro de Texas.

Editora: Señor Obispo, con fre-
cuencia pasamos el mes de noviem-
bre dando gracias por nuestras 
muchas bendiciones ¿De qué está 
usted personalmente agradecido 
este año?

Obispo Vásquez: Hay mucho por 
lo que estar agradecido este año. Pri-
mero que nada, estoy profundamente 
agradecido con Dios por ser pastor 
y estar al servicio de la gente de esta 
gran diócesis. También estoy agra-
decido por los excelentes sacerdotes 
con los que trabajo, y por los dedi-
cados hombres y mujeres religiosos, 
diáconos, seminaristas y fi eles laicos 
comprometidos y que sirven en la 
iglesia en muchos ministerios distintos. 
Esta iglesia local está muy viva y doy 
gracias a Dios por la belleza y el regalo 
de esta diócesis, la cual se encuentra 
viva, próspera y llevando esperanza y 
el mensaje de Cristo a los otros.

También quiero dar gracias a Dios 

por las cosas ordinarias, tales como mi 
maravillosa familia. Estoy agradecido 
por mi padre, hermanos, hermanas 
y sobrinas y sobrinos. Estoy agra-
decido por mis amigos, los cuales han 
caminado conmigo en este viaje por 
muchos años. Estoy agradecido por el 
maravilloso equipo que Dios nos ha 
dado aquí en el Centro Pastoral, con el 
cual trabajar y poder servir a esta cre-
ciente diócesis. Sobre todo, doy gracias 
a Dios por la bondad misericordiosa 
y llena de gracias que ha derramado 
sobre mí.

Editora: ¿Cuáles son algunas de 
las cosas que han pasado este año 
por las que damos gracias como 
diócesis?

Obispo Vásquez: 2015 ha sido un 
año bendecido para nuestra diócesis. 
Al comienzo del año, el Santo Padre 
nombró a nuestro primer obispo 
auxiliar, el Obispo Danny García. Este 
es un gran regalo que el Papa Fran-

cisco nos dio en reconocimiento al 
crecimiento que se ha llevado a cabo 
aquí en el Centro de Texas. El Obispo 
García continúa sirviendo junto a mí y 
juntos somos pastores de esta diócesis. 
Juntos trabajamos por el bien de la 
gente.

También quiero agradecer a Dios 
por todo el trabajo que se ha inver-
tido en la preparación de nuestro Plan 
Pastoral, el cual está ahora siendo 
implementado a lo largo de nuestra 
diócesis. Es un plan simple que nos 
habla al corazón. El plan comparte el 
mensaje de esperanza y gozo, mientras 
nos encontramos con los otros y les 
ayudamos a encontrarse con Cristo.

Más recientemente, estoy agradeci-

do por la visita del Santo Padre a Cuba 
y a nuestra nación, la cual fue una gran 
bendición para mí. Tuve el privilegio 
de acompañar al Papa Francisco en 
parte de sus viajes en Cuba, lo cual fue 
algo que me abrió los ojos. Estuve sor-
prendido por la gente de ese pequeño 
país quienes, a pesar de estar experi-
mentando un régimen comunista por 
tanto tiempo, se han mantenido gente 
de esperanza y fe. Fue obvio que la fe 
sigue viva y bien – la vi en los ancia-
nos, en las parejas casadas y en los 
jóvenes. La fe continúa creciendo en 
medio de un régimen que no siempre 
le ha sido favorable. De hecho, el go-
bierno cubano ha sido crítico e incluso 
severo con la iglesia, y aún así la fe ha 
permanecido fuerte.

Entonces, nuestro Santo Padre 
vino a nuestro propio país y pienso 
que llenó de energía a la gente aquí. 
Creyentes y no creyentes, Católicos 
y no Católicos, gente de distinta fe –
todos fueron atraídos a este hombre 
quien divulga el gozo y el amor por 
donde quiera que va. El Papa Fran-
cisco tuvo la oportunidad de presentar 
el mensaje de Jesucristo, el mensaje de 
salvación de una manera atractiva para 
muchos. Él mostró el mensaje, por 
medio de sus gestos tan simples que 
hablaron a los corazones, las mentes y 
las almas de nuestro país. Él se siente 
atraído hacia aquellos que sufren o 
sienten dolor, o se encuentran luchan-
do con alguna enfermedad y me con-
movió que el se acercará y bendijera 
a los niños que fl anqueaban las calles. 
En esos días en territorio americano, 
el Papa Francisco compartió su gran 
gozo con nosotros, lo cual fue una 
gran bendición para nuestro país.

Editora: Otro gran evento que 
sucede en noviembre es el lanza-
miento del Llamado Para los Servi-
cios Católicos ¿Cuál es el propósito 

de este llamado anual?
Obispo Vásquez: El Llamado 

Para los Servicios Católicos es la 
oportunidad para toda la diócesis de 
unirse en agradecimiento por nuestras 
muchas bendiciones y de apoyar a 
nuestros programas y ministerios 
diocesanos.

El llamado anual nos permite a 
todos tomar parte en el bueno tra-
bajo que se está llevando a cabo en la 
diócesis. Existen algunas maneras en 
las que cada familia puede participar.

La oración es una de las maneras 
más profundas en las que podemos 
apoyar a este llamado. Por favor, ore 
por todos nosotros los que estamos en 
la Diócesis de Austin para que poda-
mos continuar sirviendo con fi delidad 
y fortalezcamos nuestros ministerios 
–– en los que servimos –– a todos los 
necesitados.

A cada individuo se le pide que 
haga una contribución fi nanciera para 
apoyar al llamado anual. A través de 
nuestros sacrifi cios, ayudamos a for-
talecer a Caridades Católicas, ayuda-
mos a educar a nuestros seminaristas 
y cuidamos a nuestros sacerdotes 
retirados.

La diócesis está comprometida a 
servir a los pobres, los enfermos y los 
necesitados, por lo que el tema de este 
año es Las Manos de la Misericordia. 
Tal como lo dijo Sta. Teresa de Ávila, 
nuestras son las manos por las cuales 
Dios ahora nos bendice. Cuando rea-
lizamos buenos trabajos, cuando va-
mos al encuentro de nuestros herma-
nos y hermanas que están sufriendo o 
sienten dolor, somos, literalmente, las 
manos, el rostro, los pies, el corazón 
a través del cual Dios bendice a su 
gente. A través de nuestras donaciones 
al Llamado Para los Servicios Católi-
cos, podemos extender las manos 
de misericordia a lo largo de nuestra 
diócesis; por lo tanto, invitamos a 
todos a participar.

Editora: ¿Cuál es su oración 
para este mes de Acción de Gra-
cias?

Obispo Vásquez: Mi oración 
es por que todos nosotros seamos 
agradecidos con Dios, por las cosas 
simples y ordinarias y por aque-
llas bendiciones extraordinarias en 
nuestras vidas. Cuando reconocemos 
nuestras bendiciones, nuestro dolor y 
sufrimiento no parecen tan grandes. 
Podemos llevar ambos, nuestras 
bendiciones y nuestros sufrimientos 
ante Dios y presentarlos en el altar 
en la suprema oración de acción de 
gracias – la Eucaristía. Por que es en 
la celebración de la Eucaristía que 
aprendemos a ser agradecidos. En la 
Eucaristía, recibimos el regalo más 
supremo de Dios que es Jesús. En la 
Eucaristía Dios transforma nuestras 
bendiciones y sufrimientos en algo 
más grande de lo que hubiéramos 
podido haber imaginado ¡Feliz día de 
Acción de Gracias! 

Dando gracias por lo simple y lo extraordinario

Por favor, ore por todos nosotros los que estamos 
en la Diócesis de Austin para que podamos 
continuar sirviendo con fi delidad y fortalezcamos 
nuestros ministerios –– en los que servimos- a 
todos los necesitados.
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POR SHELLEY METCALF
PERSONAL DEL CATHOLIC SPIRIT

El Obispo José Vásquez 
develó el Plan Pastoral dio-
cesano: Encuentro que Lleva 
a la Transformación, el día 12 
de octubre en la Catedral de St. 
Mary en Austin.

El Plan Pastoral pertenece 
a la iglesia entera de la Dió-
cesis de Austin, dijo el Obispo 
Vásquez, y pidió a todos los 
Católicos que lo lean y lo 
entiendan.

“Les pido que se unan a 
mí en estudiar las metas, las 

El Plan Pastoral está listo para su implementación
iniciativas y los objetivos –– 
del plan ––  y se involucren en 
la implementación del plan. Al 
hacer esto, podemos ayudar 
a otros a encontrarse con el 
Cristo Vivo que desea vivir 
en nuestros corazones y quien 
está muy preocupado por 
nuestros sufrimientos, esperan-
zas y gozos. Cristo quiere reci-
bir a toda la gente, y tenemos 
una gran oportunidad a través 
de este plan de hacer eso una 
realidad,” dijo el obispo.

El Plan Pastoral es similar 
a un plan estratégico para un 
negocio. Fue desarrollado con 
un comité de 30 voluntarios y 

empleados y será usado como 
una guía operativa por los 
próximos tres a cinco años. 
Católicos y Católicos no prac-
ticantes fueron encuestados y 
un número de sesiones para 
escuchar se llevaron a cabo 
a lo largo de la diócesis en 
inglés, español y vietnamita. 
La información recolectada 
en estas reuniones y encuestas 
fue usada por el comité para 
desarrollar los objetivos del 
plan.

“Primero comenzamos 
preguntándonos a nosotros 
mismos algunas preguntas: 
¿dónde estamos ahora y 
cuáles son las necesidades de 
la diócesis?” “Lo que descu-
brimos es que la diócesis está 
extremadamente bendecida,” 
dijo el obispo. “Pero, también 
supimos, que siempre hay más 
que puede y debe ser hecho 
para servir a las necesidades de 
la gente”.

El Obispo Vásquez ex-
presó su agradecimiento hacia 
los sacerdotes de la diócesis, 
quienes son cruciales para 
la implementación del Plan 
Pastoral.

“Una de las bendiciones 
más grandes que tenemos en la 
Diócesis de Austin es nuestros 
sacerdotes. Ellos trabajan duro, 
son fi eles y están compro-
metidos a servir a Cristo y a 
su gente,” dijo. “Es sólo con 
su ayuda que el Plan Pastoral 

puede tener éxito. Dependo 
de ellos para comunicar este 
plan a nuestra gente y animarla 
a vivir su fe a través de un 
encuentro con Jesucristo”.

El Plan tiene tres metas 
principales: proveer de for-
mación espiritual que lleva al 
encuentro, crear una cultura 
de ministerio para individuos 
y comunidades, y fortalecer 
el testimonio Católico y el 
alcance.

“Este plan nos llama a 
tener continuas oportunidades 
para que la gente encuentre a 
Cristo en nuestros programas 
de formación, retiros, y, espe-
cialmente, en la celebración 

de la Misa,” dijo el Obispo 
Vásquez.

El plan también nos 
llama al fortalecimiento de las 
familias, proveyendo de for-
mación para el liderazgo para 
el clero y religiosos y a alcanzar 
a aquellos en la periferia para 
ayudar a los necesitados.

“Cristo y la iglesia tienen 
una misión universal que nos 
involucra a todos. Debemos 
responder a las necesidades de 
todos y este Plan Pastoral nos 
ayudará a cumplir esta misión 
encomendada a nosotros por 
Jesucristo,” concluyó el obispo.

Para leer el Plan Pastoral, 
visite www.austindiocese.org. 

EL OBISPO JOSÉ VÁSQUEZ dio ejemplos de algunos 
de sus recientes “encuentros con Cristo” durante sus co-
mentarios sobre el Plan Pastoral el 12 de octubre. (Foto 
por Shelley Metcalf) 

EL OBISPO JOSÉ VÁSQUEZ presenta a una parro-
quiana de la Parroquia de Holy Cross en Austin el docu-
mento del Plan Pastoral. El plan se encuentra disponibe 
en www.austindiocese.org (Foto por Shelley Metcalf)

POR PERSONAL DEL CATHOLIC 
SPIRIT

El próximo otoño marcará 
el 15to. aniversario del programa 
de Ética e Integridad en el Mi-
nisterio de la Diócesis de Austin 
(EIM). Desde junio de 2002, 
los esfuerzos de la diócesis han 
seguido el mandato del “Esta-
tuto para la protección de los 
Niños y los Jóvenes” instituida 
por la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de Estados Unidos 
para proteger a los niños y a las 
personas vulnerables.

La Ofi cina diocesana de 
Ética e Integridad en el Ministe-
rio continúa evaluando pro-
gramas y políticas. Las políticas 
de EIM deben ser revisadas y 
actualizadas periódicamente 
respecto al Estatuto; la ac-
tualización más reciente fue 
completada este verano y las 
políticas revisadas están ahora 
disponibles tanto en inglés y 
español en línea en la página de 
EIM en www.austindiocese.
org y en parroquias y escuelas 

Católicas en la diócesis.
Emily Hurlimann, la coor-

dinadora diocesana de EIM, 
dijo que el esfuerzo primario 
de la más reciente actualización 
fue hacer el documento más 
“amigable para el usuario” 
al reducir aquello repetitivo 
encontrado en la versión previa, 
y al explicar más claramente los 
varios requisitos de EIM. Por 
ejemplo, la sección fi nal sobre el 
“Responder” incluye un simple 
esquema de árbol para tomar 
decisiones sobre el reportar 
que muestra a quién contactar 
si se sospecha el abuso. Las 
políticas de EIM son revisadas 
regularmente por el Comité de 
Revisión de EIM, el cual provee 
de una valiosa retroalimentación 
a lo largo del proceso de actual-
ización. La aprobación fi nal es 
determinada por el Obispo José 
Vásquez.

La Diócesis de Austin ha 
mantenido el cumplimiento 
con el EIM en cada auditoría 
de EIM desde que este proceso 
comenzó hace más de diez 
años. Tal como es requerido 

por el Estatuto y las políticas 
diocesanas, alegaciones de abuso 
y preocupaciones sobre viola-
ciones de límites son revisadas 
y abordadas por el Coordina-
dor de Asistencia a Víctimas y 
Apoyo Pastoral, la Ofi cina de 
EIM, el Comité de Revisión 
de EIM, y, fi nalmente, por los 
obispos de la diócesis.

“La supervisión, así como el 
entrenamiento y los programas 
de educación para varios grupos 
de edades, se han llevado a 
cabo desde 2001. Las señales 
de alarma han sido explicadas y 
aprendidas. Maneras apropiadas 
de interactuar con menores y 
personas vulnerables han sido 
enseñadas. Las víctimas han 
sido escuchadas y han recibido 
consejería. Los procedimientos 
de reporte han sido seguidos. 
Los niños han sido protegidos,” 
dijo Hurlimann.

La Ofi cina diocesana de 
EIM es responsable de ayu-
dar a parroquias y escuelas 
a asegurarse de que todo el 
clero, religiosos, empleados y 
vo-luntarios que sirven en mi-

nisterios a menores o a adultos 
vulnerables, estén en completo 
cumplimiento con EIM, lo cual 
involucra el que ellos completen 
la Aplicación para el Ministerio 
de EIM la cual permite a la 
diócesis realizar una verifi cación 
de antecedentes, y asistan a un 
taller de EIM cada tres años. 
Responsabilidades adicionales 
de la Ofi cina de EIM incluyen 
el procesar avisos de preocu-
pación enviados a la diócesis, 
el entrenar voluntarios que 
provean de varios programas de 
entrenamiento/educación y el 
evaluar las necesidades presentes 
y futuras del programa.

Existen tres puntos especí-
fi cos que Hurlimann desea ase-
gurarse de que sean conocidos 
acerca del programa diocesano 
de EIM:

Si alguien sospecha de 
que ha ocurrido un abuso, o 
está ocurriendo, la ley estatal 
requiere que éste sea reportado 
a las autoridades civiles, y debe 
también ser reportado a los 
ofi ciales de la iglesia si es que 
el hecho involucra a personal 

de la iglesia. La diócesis está 
comprometida a proveer de 
cuidado compasivo y confi den-
cial a víctimas de abuso.

Si alguien es víctima de 
abuso sexual y tiene preocupa-
ciones sobre el atender un taller 
de EIM, deben contactar a la 
Ofi cina de EIM en el (512) 949-
244 7 para discutir un arreglo 
para un taller alternativo.

Si todas las personas a lo 
largo de la diócesis trabajan 
juntas para aprender sobre 
las políticas e implementarlas 
junto con los procedimientos 
del programa diocesano de 
EIM, tendremos más posibili-
dades de ayudar a prevenir el 
abuso en nuestras parroquias, 
escuelas y comunidades.

“Estamos llamados a prote-
ger a nuestros niños y adultos 
vulnerables, y con nuestras 
políticas y más concientización 
sobre el abuso, lo podemos 
hacer,” dijo Hurlimann.

Para mayor información, 
llame al (512) 949-2447 o 
contacte a emily-hurlimann@
austindiocese.org.

Trabajando juntos para proteger a la juventud y a los 
adultos vulnerables

http://www.austindiocese.org/
http://www.austindiocese.org/
http://austindiocese.org/


ESPAÑOL
25November 2015

POR EL DIÁCONO GUADALUPE 
RODRÍGUEZ
COLUMNISTA

Los hombres que se encuen-
tren detectando, discerniendo y 
reconociendo un llamado a ser 
diáconos permanentes deben 
hacerlo a la luz del mundo, la 
caridad y la liturgia tal como las 
Normas Básicas para la For-
mación de Diáconos Perma-
nentes recomienda. La espiritua-
lidad, el ministerio y el servicio 
de la Palabra son algo con lo que 
un hombre que se encuentra en 
discernimiento debe estar en 
“contacto íntimo”  para que le 
ayuden a percibir y determinar 
mejor si Dios está en realidad 
invitándolo al diaconado perma-
nente.

El ministerio y el servicio 
de la palabra pueden estar 
ya sucediendo, “tanto por el 
estudio como por el ejercicio 
gradual del ministerio de la pa-
labra” durante la Misa. Esta es 
una parte muy importante de la 
vida del diácono y del proceso 
de discernimiento. El experi-
mentar un auténtico gozo al 
dar pláticas, durante el estudio 
Bíblico, la Lectio Divina o la 
catequización, es uno de los 
indicadores de que un hombre 
puede estar “mejor dispuesto 
para el futuro servicio de la 
palabra”. Un diácono está 

llamado a proclamar, instruir 
y exhortar con la Palabra de 
Dios, tal como lo escuchamos 
en las palabras dirigidas a los 
diáconos en la ordenación, 
“Crean lo que lean. Enseñen 
en lo que creen. Practiquen lo 
que enseñan”.

Las Normas Básicas expli-
can que un hombre en discer-
nimiento “ha ya tenido una 
cierta experiencia en escuchar 
y meditar sobre la Palabra de 
Dios,” de manera que él puede 
escuchar con los oídos del 
corazón si es que Dios en reali-
dad lo está llamando a una vida 
de palabra, caridad y liturgia. 
Claro que este discernimiento 
también es hecho con el 
consentimiento de la esposa y 
el pastor; de cualquier manera, 
es la iglesia quien fi nalmente 
afi rma, discierne y confi rma su 
idoneidad para la ordenación. 
La parte llevada a cabo por el 
hombre es el “esforzarse por 
profundizar su conocimiento 
de la palabra, para escuchar 
su llamado”. Esto se lleva a 
cabo orando con la Palabra de 
Dios y escuchando durante la 
adoración Eucarística y el orar 
calladamente durante el día. 
Como dicen las Normas Bási-
cas, “Es Él quien los llama, los 
acompaña y moldea sus cora-
zones para que ellos puedan 
reconocer su gracia”.

La ordenación, “imprime 

un carácter y comunica una 
gracia sacramental específi ca” 
que ayuda al diácono, “para 
una proclamación fructífera y 
digna de la Palabra de Dios” 
para que no la lea, sino que 
proclame y predique la Palabra 
de Dios.  Más específi camente, 
esto es hecho posible porque 
“el carácter diaconal es el signo 
confi gurativo y distintivo inde-
leblemente impreso en el alma, 
que confi gura al ordenado a 
Cristo“. Más aún, la iglesia de-
clara que la ordenación, “trae 
consigo una gracia sacramental 
específi ca, la cual es fuerza, 
‘vigor specialis’, un don para 
vivir la nueva realidad traída 
por el sacramento”.

Yo distintivamente recuer-
do las defi ciencias que tuve al 
hablar sobre la fe que había 
sido transformada durante los 
años después de mi orde-
nación. Claro que para desa-
rrollar por completo, expan-
dir y desplegar las gracias que 
recibimos en la ordenación, 
tenemos que cooperar con 
mucha oración y caridad en 
nuestra vida diaria.

Los hombres que están 
sintiendo un tirón en sus cora-
zones hacia el diaconado pue-
den comenzar por cargar una 
pequeña Biblia de bolsillo para 
leer a lo largo del día. Dios nos 
habla a través de las Escrituras. 
El Papa Francisco ha mencio-

nado el cargar una Biblia mu-
chas veces y él inclusive las has 
distribuido en el Vaticano por 
miles. “En cualquier momento 
del día yo tomo el Evangelio 
de mi bolsillo y leo algo, un 
pasaje corto ¡Jesús está ahí y 
Él nos habla en el Evangelio¡” 
Dice el Papa Francisco. 

En 2012, los Obispos 
Católicos de Estados Unidos 
escribieron un documento lla-
mado “Predicando el Misterio 
de Fe,” el cual nos ayuda a en-
tender cómo el sacerdote o el 
diácono debe estar conectado 
con la Palabra de Dios. “Como 
uno cuya obligación es procla-
mar la Palabra de Dios, quien 
ofrece la homilía debe, nece-
sariamente, ser una persona 
con un amor profundo por las 

Escrituras y uno cuya espiri-
tualidad está profundamente 
moldeada por la Palabra de 
Dios. Esto conlleva ser alguien 
que habitualmente se sumerge 
en el lenguaje, las historias, 
los ritmos, los patrones del 
discurso, y el ethos o carácter 
distintivo de las Escrituras. Las 
palabras de la Biblia deben es-
tar a la mano y con frecuencia 
en sus labios; él debe apren-
derse pasajes importantes de la 
Escritura de memoria y tener 
un entendimiento seguro de 
la fuerza narrativa de la Biblia 
entera. Su Biblia debe estar a la 
mano, llevándola con él cuan-
do viaja o tal vez permanecien-
do conectado a ella por medio 
de una computadora u otra 
tecnología móvil”. 

El Diácono, Ministro de la Palabra de Dios

POR MICHELE CHAN SANTOS
CORRESPONSAL

Fredron DeKarlos Black-
mon – le dicen DeKarlos 
– tiene una sonrisa cálida, un 
corazón amable y una pasión 
por la justicia social, todos los 
cuales le vienen bien para su 
nueva posición como director 
de Vida, Caridad y Justicia de la 
Diócesis de Austin.

Blackmon comenzó en su 
nuevo trabajo en agosto de 
2015, reemplazando a Bárbara 
Budde, quien se retiró después 
de 15 años de servicio en la 
Diócesis de Austin.

Además de su nueva 
posición, Blackmon se 
encuentra completando su 
periodo como Caballero 
Supremo de los Caballeros 
de San Pedro Claver, la cual 
es la más grande y antigua, 
predominantemente negra, 
organización fraterna en los 
Estados Unidos. Ésta fue fun-
dada hace más de 100 años. 
Blackmon ha sido el 16to. 
Caballero Supremo, CEO y 
Presidente de la Mesa Directi-
va de los Caballeros de Pedro 

Claver desde 2010. En su rol, 
él ha promovido iniciativas 
pro-vida, incluyendo el cui-
dado de la salud, la calidad de 
la vida, iniciativas educativas e 
involucramiento comunitario 
a lo largo del país.

Blackmon se mudó a 
Austin proveniente de Hunts-
ville, Alabama, en donde fue 
presidente de la mesa direc-
tiva escolar de la Diócesis de 
Birmingham, y fue un aso-
ciado pastoral en la Parroquia 
de St. Joseph en Huntsville. 
Su esposa, Gracious Lady 
Kanobia Russell-Blackmon, es 
un productor ejecutivo en la 
estación afi liada de la NBC en 
Huntsville.

En su papel de Caballero 
Supremo, Blackmon ha sido 
invitado a la Casa Blanca por el 
Presidente Barack Obama. El 
contó una historia graciosa so-
bre el Easter Prayer Breakfast 
de 2011 en el que él y Kano-
bia conocieron al Presidente 
Obama:

“Así que, yo estaba cami-
nando hacia adentro de la 
Casa Blanca con el Cardenal 
Theodore McCarrick, Arzo-
bispo Emérito de Washington. 

Mientras que, con facilidad 
procedíamos a través de las 
capas de seguridad del Servicio 
Secreto, le comenté al cardenal, 
‘Su Eminencia, eso fue más rá-
pido que pasar por la seguridad 
del aeropuerto’. Y el cardenal, 
simplemente me recordó, 
‘Caballero Supremo ¡Ellos ya 
saben quienes somos!’”.

¿Quién se hubiera imagi-
nado que los cardenales hacen 
bromas sobre el Servicio 
Secreto y la revisión de ante-
cedentes?

Hablando en serio, el 
Easter Prayer Breakfast reunió 
a personas de muchas tradicio-
nes de fe cristianas, para hablar 
sobre “cómo las organizacio-
nes religiosas pueden trabajar 
con el gobierno para generar 
cambio,” dijo Blackmon. “Te-
nemos que llevar nuestra fe a la 
arena pública”.

Blackmon y su esposa 
estaban en la audiencia hace 
unas semanas cuando el Papa 
Francisco dio su discurso pú-
blico en la Casa Blanca.

“Había miles de personas 
ahí,” dijo. El conoció tanto a 
devotos Católicos como a per-
sonas que no eran Católicas, 

pero que habían sido atraídas 
por la presencia del Papa 
Francisco.

“Fue hermoso escuchar al 
Santo Padre,” dijo Blackmon. 
“No importa en qué momento 
de la vida nos encontremos, el 
Papa Francisco nos invita a ser 
transformados por la miseri-
cordia de Dios. Habiendo 
atendido la ceremonia de bien-

venida en la Casa Blanca y la 
Misa de Canonización de San 
Junípero Serra en la Basílica 
del National Shrine, mi vida 
cambiará para siempre ya que 
el Santo Padre me hizo un en-
cargo: Sal para decir la Buena 
Nueva de Cristo sin miedo, sin 
prejuicio, sin superioridad, y 

Blackmon cultiva el ministerio social en la diócesis

Ver BLACKMON en la 
página 26

DEKARLOS 
BLACKMON 
es el director de 
Vida, Caridad 
y Justicia de 
la Diócesis de 
Austin. (Foto 
cortesía de 
DeKarlos Black-
mon)

Sesiones exploran el llamado al diaconado
Sesiones informativas para explorer el llamado vocacional, 

las cualidades de un hombre apropiado para la formación, 
el proceso de discernimiento de la iglesia, el programa de 
formación, el ministerio diaconal y las implicaciones sobre el 
matrimonio serán ofrecidas en inglés y en español de 2 a 5 
p.m. en las siguientes fechas y localidades:

Nov. 15 en el Centro Pastoral en Austin
Dec. 13 en la Parroquia de St. John en Marble Falls
Ene. 17 en la Parroquia de St. Mary en Brenham
Feb. 14 en la Parroquia de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en 

Temple
Marzo 13 en la Parroquia de St. John the Evangelist en San 

Marcos
Abril 10 en el Centro Pastoral en Austin
Por favor note que: Un consentimiento por escrito por parte 

de un pastor es necesario para asistir a cualquier sesión. 
Para mayor información sobre la formación diaconal, 

llame al (512) 949-2459.
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POR PEGGY MORACZEWSKI
CORRESPONSAL

“La sociedad crece fuerte, 
buena, hermosa y crece 
verdaderamente si se edifi ca 
sobre la base de la familia,” 
dijo el Papa Francisco en el 
Festival de las Familias el 27 de 
septiembre.

Como Phi Le, dijo, “¡La 
Iglesia Católica es como una 
gran familia!” Él describió el 
gozo que sintió al conocer a 
personas de todo el mundo 
en el octavo Encuentro Mun-
dial de las Familias (WMOF 
por sus siglas en inglés). “Fue 
como un signo real del cielo, 
donde la gente de todo el 
mundo se reunió, especial-
mente para las liturgias…
¡todos estaban tan llenos de 
gozo!” dijo.

Gozosos, energéticos, bel-
los, espirituales y genuinos – 
así fueron los hilos vibrantes 
que unieron las refl exiones de 
los representantes diocesanos 
que atendieron el WMOF y 
la visita papal en Filadelfi a. 
Nombrados por el Obispo 
José Vásquez, Phi Le y Gus-
tavo Rodríguez de la Ofi cina 
diocesana de Evangelización, 
Catequesis y Vida Familiar, 
fueron acompañados por 
una joven pareja de esposos, 
Óscar y Rosalba Aldama. 
Juntos, ellos volvieron a casa 
preparados para compartir 
sus experiencias personales 
con las familias del Centro de 
Texas en la Celebración de las 
Familias Plenamente Vivas el 
14 de noviembre en Buda.

Sus historias contienen 
imágenes de peregrinos que 
viajaron de lugares tan distan-
tes como Vietnam, Zimbabue, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Colombia, 
Puerto Rico, México, e in-

cluso una familia que manejó 
desde Argentina. 

El cautivador orador prin-
cipal,  Cardenal Luis Antonio 
Tagle, comenzó su plática 
presentando a sus padres y 
hermanos quienes viajaron 
con él desde las Filipinas, y 
cerró con una canción sobre 
qué tan bello es ser parte de 
una familia.

“¡Él (el Cardenal Tagle) 
fue como una estrella pop!” 
dijo Rodríguez.

Entreteniendo con 
grandes historias, música y 
humor, el Cardenal Tagle 
entregó un claro mensaje 
usando las historias del Hijo 
Pródigo y el Buen Pastor 
buscando a la oveja perdida. 
Enfatizando el valor de cada 
miembro familiar, desde los 
abuelos hasta los bebés recién 
nacidos, él comparó a la 
iglesia con una familia. Todos 
nosotros combinados forma-
mos una familia. La familia es 
la piedra angular de la socie-
dad. “Esta imagen de la iglesia 
como una ‘familia de familias’ 
permeó toda la semana en 
Filadelfi a,” dijo el Padre 
Paulista Bruce Nieli, quien 
representó a Caridades Católi-
cas del Centro de Texas y se 
unió a cientos de sacerdotes 
y seminaristas en la procesión 
de apertura del WMOF. Él 
también concelebró la Misa 
por las personas de capacidades 
diferentes, llevada a cabo en 
el Santuario Nacional de St. 
John Neumann; una Misa que 
fue tan conmovedora que los 
Aldamas dijeron, cambiará sus 
vidas para siempre.

Entre los peregrinos 
de Texas se encontraba un 
grupo juvenil Schoenstatt, 
dirigido por el Padre Jesús 
Ferras, director del Santuario 
de Schoenstatt en Austin y 

Director del Movimiento 
Schoenstatt en Texas. Algo 
destacado del viaje para este 
grupo ocurrió en su noche 
fi nal en Filadelfi a, cuando se 
encontraron con la hija de 
Santa Gianna (Dra. Gianna 
Emanuela Molla).

“Ella quería tomarse una 
foto con nosotros y fue un 
momento realmente especial 
para los jóvenes. (Ella fue) muy 
genuina, tan bella y agradable,” 
dijo Rodríguez, quien se había 
unido al grupo juvenil para 
cenar. Santa Gianna es la santa 
patrona de las madres, los 
médicos y los niños no natos.

Momentos memorables 
fortalecieron el WMOF, 
incluyendo homilías ricas en 
contenido y oradores princi-
pales dinámicos, tales como 
el Obispo Robert Barron de 
Los Ángeles. Realzado por 
liturgias solemnes, actividades, 
exhibiciones, arte y una gruta 
dedicada a Nuestra Señora 
Desatanudos, oportunidades 
para compartir con los demás, 

aprender mutuamente y orar 
por el otro, fueron abundan-
tes.

Este encuentro con miles 
de familias y el Papa Fran-
cisco tocó los corazones aún 
más allá de la familia Católica. 
Rodríguez dijo que ellos 
platicaron con un caballero 
que no era Católico pero que 
estaba admirado por lo que 
estaba observando. Este hom-
bre dijo, “Lo que este papa 
está haciendo es bastante im-
presionante. Tal vez pida a mi 
novia que se case conmigo. 
Me siento muy bien aquí”.

La camaradería y la ap-
ertura de todos con los que 
se encontraron realmente 
impresionó a la delegación de 
Austin. Las casas estaban deco-
radas con la bandera papal, 
la gente saludaba, sonreía y 
estaba feliz. Le incluso se sor-
prendió a si mismo cantando 
y bailando en la calle con un 
grupo de hermanas religiosas 
de Miami.

El pináculo de la WMOF 

Los peregrinos del WMOF comparten su experiencia

fue el Papa Francisco y su 
amor genuino por la gente. 

“Creo que él tenía más 
energía cuando estaba inte-
ractuando personalmente con 
la gente en la calle…ahí era 
cuando él brillaba. El se reía, 
saludaba a la gente,” dijo Le. Y 
todos fueron testigos de cómo 
la multitud estaba eufórica por 
la presencia del papa.

Al observar a familias, tales 
como a los Aldama, Rodríguez 
dijo, “Yo sólo estaba bendeci-
do de ser testigo de la emo-
ción en sus rostros, cuando se 
emocionaron tanto por que el 
papa estaba ya viniendo y ellos 
podrían verlo”.

Los Aldamas están ansio-
sos de compartir sus expe-
riencias con el Movimiento 
Familiar Cristiano y la próxima 
celebración de las Familias 
Plenamente Vivas.

El WMOF fue iniciado en 
1994 por San Juan Pablo II. 
Se programa cada tres años, 
el WMOF del 2018 será en 
Dublín, Irlanda. 

sin condescendencia”.
Blackmon inicialmente 

planeó en convertirse en 
sacerdote, y estudió en el St. 
Joseph Seminary College en 
St. Benedict, La. Él tiene una 
maestría en administración 
pública y en ministerio pasto-
ral. Ha servido en el cuerpo 
de los Capellanes de la Arma-
da de Estados Unidos, y es un 
Oblato Benedictino –– una 
persona laica formalmente 
asociada con un monasterio 
Benedictino.

Después de muchos 
años de vivir en Alabama, el 
mudarse a Texas ha sido un 
cambio signifi cativo, pero 

Blackmon da la bienvenida a 
la oportunidad de servir en 
la Ofi cina de Vida, Caridad y 
Justicia.

“Durante los últimos cinco 
años, pareciera que mi vida ha 
sido conducida por el deseo 
de llevar buenas nuevas a los 
pobres, proclamar la libertad 
espiritual a los prisioneros 
y a los oprimidos. Por los 
últimos dos años, he estado 
discerniendo sobre un cambio 
en el enfoque de mi ministerio 
de educación, liturgia y música 
pastoral,” dijo.

“A través de mis respon-
sabilidades como un líder 
nacional Católico, consistente-

mente he asumido la función 
de promover la paz, proteger 
la vida y asegurar la justicia. 
Esto es integral para nuestra 
fe. Por esta razón, liderar la 
Ofi cina de Vida, Caridad y 
Justicia en nombre del obispo 
de Austin me permite, per-
fectamente, servir a la gente 
de Dios con el corazón y la 
mente de la iglesia.”

El mayor atractivo de esta 
nueva posición, dijo Black-
mon, es ser capaz de “apoyar 
y cultivar el ministerio social, 
la justicia social y las ac-
tividades de desarrollo social, 
junto con las comunidades 
parroquiales y las organizacio-

nes comunitarias públicas y 
privadas”.

Él da crédito a Budde 
por hacer la transición a su 
antigua posición algo fácil. 
“Bárbara ha sido una increíble 
líder de ministerios de justicia 
social. Agradecidamente, con 
su apoyo y consejo, soy capaz 
de capitalizar el grandioso 
trabajo que ella ha realizado”.

La música es también 
una pasión suya. Por muchos 
años, él ha servido como 
director de liturgia y música 
en parroquias Protestantes y 
Católicas. Por ahora, él está 
saboreando el sentimiento 
poco familiar de no tener 

un compromiso musical los 
domingos en las mañanas, y 
simplemente asistir a Misa 
como un participante activo y 
el visitar distintas parroquias. 
Él asiste con regularidad la 
Parroquia de St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary en Pfl ugerville.

“Eventualmente eso puede 
cambiar,” dijo riéndose sobre 
cantar desde la banca en lugar 
de desde el atril. “Pero no por 
un rato”.

Para mayor información 
sobre la Ofi cina de Vida, Cari-
dad y Justicia, llame al (512) 
949-2471 o envíe un correo 
electrónico a dekarlos-
blackmon@austindiocese.org. 

BLACKMON
Continúa de la Pag. 25
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TEENAGERS AND ADULTS from St. 
Elizabeth Parish in Pfl  ugerville trav-
eled to Peñitas, a town on the border 
between Texas and Mexico, earlier 
this year. They completed several 
service projects and prayed at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle National Shrine in San Juan. 
(Photos courtesy Holly Butler)

BISHOP JOE VÁSQUEZ celebrated Confir-
mation Mass with 103 students from St. John 
Neumann Parish in Austin on Sept. 12. (Photo 
courtesy Michelle Fontana)

ST. HELEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL in Georgetown 
honored grandparents on Sept. 11. More than 125 
grandparents attended the celebration. (Photo cour-
tesy Linda Holmstrom)

ST. IGNATIUS MARTYR SCHOOL in Austin 
celebrated its 75th anniversary on Sept. 15. The 
school currently has 240 students in pre-Kinder-
garten through eighth grades. (Photo courtesy 
Andrea Bizzanelli)

FATHER LUIS CACERES was 
installed as the administrator of 
St. Margaret Mary Parish in Ce-
dar Park on Sept. 27. (Photos 
courtesy Annie Gott and Aaron 
Sanchez)

RESIDENTS of New Hope Manor Nursing Home in Cedar 
Park celebrated the enthronement and crowning of Our Lady 
of Schoenstatt with Schoenstatt Father Christian Christensen 
and members of the Schoenstatt Movement of Austin. (Photo 
courtesy Virgie Storm)

FLAT FRANCIS visited St. Mary 
Catholic School in Temple in Sep-
tember. 

STUDENTS from Holy Trinity 
Catholic High School also 
visited second graders at 

St. Mary for a special writing 
project. (Photos courtesy Lana 

Shadburn)

THE UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CENTER 
celebrated 50 years of campus ministry 
at its current location on Sept. 17. Dur-
ing the celebration, Msgr. Louis Pavlicek 
and Alan Graham were honored for their 

leadership 
and service. 
(Photos cour-
tesy Carol 
Filip)

VISITATION PARISH 
in Westphalia partici-
pated in the 2015 Life 
Chain along Hwy. 77 
in Lott. (Photo cour-
tesy Bill Reid) 
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THE GUADALUPANOS of 
St. Anthony Parish in Kyle 

celebrated membership 
anniversaries and birthdays 
during the summer. (Photo 

courtesy Yolanda Salomon) 

MEMBERS of the Austin Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, as 
well as Fathers Melvin Dornak, Don Loftin and Ed Karasek, traveled 
to the annual national convention in Orlando. (Photo courtesy Karen 
Dunlap)

SANTA CRUZ 
PARISH and School 
in Buda hosted the 
annual Holy Cross 
Festival Sept. 12-13. 
School children sold 
enough tickets that 
Father Kirby Garner 
had to kiss a pig. 
(Photos courtesy Mi-
chelle Quintanilla)

DAVID HERTENBERGER and 
Patricia Thompson donated a statue 
of the Infant Jesus of Prague to Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius Parish in Marak. 
(Photo courtesy Cecilia Marak)

THE FAYETTEVILLE KJT pre-
sented a check to members of the 

youth group at St. John Parish. 
The donated funds were raised via 

a City-wide Garage Sale. (Photo 
courtesy Amy Babin)

FATHER ISIDORE NDAGIZIMANA celebrated 
the 30th anniversary of his ordination with a small 
gathering of the staff at St. Thomas More as well as 
receptions held after each Mass on the weekend of 
Sept. 12-13. (Photo courtesy Kelli Merchant)

DEACON DEWITT 
chanted the Gospel for 
the Mass, during which 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
ordained 39 transitional 
deacons. (Photos cour-

tesy Daniel Hart)

DEACONS SEAN DE-
WITT (below) and Greg 
Gerhart (left), seminarians 
who are currently studying 
in Rome, assisted with a 
diaconate ordination Mass 
on Oct. 1 at St. Peter’s 
Basilica. 

THE AUSTIN 
COUNCIL of the 
Knights of Peter 
Claver recently 
visited the Waco 
Council at St. John 
the Baptist Parish 
in Waco. (Photo 
courtesy Johnnie 
Dorsey)

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
COUNCIL #3458 donated ultra-
sound equipment to Central Texas 
Life Care Pregnancy Resource 
Center in San Marcos. 

THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS Supreme 
Council matched funds 

raised by local knights to 
purchase the equipment. 

(Photos courtesy Dana 
McAuliffe)

mailto:catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org

	cs-p1
	cs-p2
	cs-p3-9
	cs-p10-14
	cs-p15-20
	cs-p21-22
	cs-p23-26
	cs-p27-28

